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PROJECT: Historic-Cultural Monument Application for the  
 BOB BAKER MARIONETTE THEATER 
 

REQUEST:  Declare the property a Historic-Cultural Monument 
 

APPLICANT: Lauren Everett 
 Historic Theater Committee 
 1047 Hyperion Ave., #7 
 Los Angeles, CA 90029 
  
OWNER:   Bob Baker 
    1345 West 1st Street 
    Los Angeles, CA 90026 

 

RECOMMENDATION  That the Cultural Heritage Commission: 
 

1. Declare the property a Historic-Cultural Monument per Los Angeles Administrative Code 
Chapter 9, Division 22, Article 1, Section 22.171.7   

 
2. Adopt the report findings. 

 
S. GAIL GOLDBERG, AICP 
Director of Planning 
[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]  [SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE] 
    
Ken Bernstein, AICP, Manager  Lambert M. Giessinger, Preservation Architect 
Office of Historic Resources  Office of Historic Resources 
 
Prepared by: 
[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]  
 ________________________ 
Edgar Garcia, Preservation Planner 
Office of Historic Resources 
 
Attachments: December, 2008 Historic-Cultural Monument Application 
 ZIMAS Report 

CULTURAL HERITAGE COMMISSION 
 
 
HEARING DATE: April 2, 2009 
TIME:  10:00 AM 
PLACE:  City Hall, Room 1010 
  200 N. Spring Street 

  Los Angeles, CA   
  90012 

 

CASE NO.: CHC-2009-199-HCM 
         ENV-2009-212-CE 
 
Location: 1345 West First Street  
Council District: 1 
Community Plan Area: Westlake 
Area Planning Commission: Central 
Neighborhood Council: Greater Echo Park Elysian 
Legal Description: Lot 4 and 5 of Tract Joseph 
Bayer’s First and Lakeshore Boulevard 
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FINDINGS 

 
The property reflects “the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, State or 
community” for its association with puppeteer Bob Baker and the Bob Baker Marionette 
Theater and the history of puppeteering in Los Angeles. 

 
CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT (“CEQA”) FINDINGS 
 
The Commission hereby recommends that Council find the proposed designation of the Bob 
Baker Marionette Theater building as a Historic-Cultural Monument to be exempt from further 
analysis under the California Environmental Quality Act pursuant to Title 14 of the California Code 
of Regulations, Sections 15308 (Class 8) and 15331 (Class 31). 
 
CRITERIA 
 
The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument as 
any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon) building or structure of 
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles, such as historic structures or 
sites in which the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, State or community is 
reflected or exemplified, or which are identified with historic personages or with important events 
in the main currents of national, State or local history or which embody the distinguishing 
characteristics of an architectural type specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style 
or method of construction, or a notable work of a master builder, designer or architect whose 
individual genius influenced his age. 
 
SUMMARY 
 
Built in 1953, this one-story commercial building exhibits character-defining features of Modern 
Vernacular style architecture.  The subject building appears to be L-shape in plan creating an 
entryway courtyard space facing 1st Street.  It has a flat asphalt roof with a white painted cinder 
block finish and vertical sliding vinyl windows.  The main elevation features an off-center loading 
door with corrugated metal, two entryways with doors, and a rectangular marquee.  Significant 
interior spaces include a red-curtained performance room with three crystal chandeliers.     
 
The subject building was built by an unknown architect or builder.  It appears to have been built as 
a scene shop that served as the workshop for Academy Award-winning special effects artist M.B. 
Paul.  In 1961, Bob Baker and Alton Wood purchased the property for use as a live puppet theater 
and permanent showcase for hand-crafted marionettes.     
 
Bob Baker is a Los Angeles-based puppeteer who began to work with puppets at the age of 
seven.  While still a student at Hollywood High School, Baker was working with several puppet 
companies and selling his hand-crafted marionettes to department stores.  He began an 
apprenticeship at the Academy Award-winning George Pal Animation, recognized for its 
innovative use of stop motion animation techniques.  Within a year, Baker became head of the 
Paramount Studios-contracted Puppetoons division and went on to form his own company with 
puppeteer Alton Wood, Bob Baker Productions.  His credits include work on films and television 
shows such as Bedknobs and Broomsticks, Close Encounters of the Third Kind, A Star is Born, 
Escape to Witch Mountain, and Star Trek.  Baker has also served as a design consultant to 
Disney Studios.   
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The Bob Baker Marionette Theater appears to be the longest-running puppet theater in the nation 
and the only one of its kind in the City of Los Angeles.  It boasts a collection of over 3,000 
handmade marionettes and holds shows during the week.  The subject building also houses the 
non-profit Academy of Puppetry and Allied Arts, where high school students from underserved 
communities of the City learn the art of puppeteering.   
 

DISCUSSION 
 
The Bob Baker Marionette Theater property successfully meets one of the specified Historic-
Cultural Monument criteria in reflecting “the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the 
nation, State or community.”  As a property associated with puppeteer Bob Baker and the Bob 
Baker Marionette Theater and reflecting the history of puppeteering in Los Angeles, the property 
qualifies for designation as a Historic-Cultural Monument based on these criteria.   

 

BACKGROUND 
 
At its meeting of February 5, 2009, the Cultural Heritage Commission voted to take the application 
under consideration.  On March 5, 2009, the Cultural Heritage Commission toured the subject 
property.   

 
CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT (“CEQA”) REVIEW 
 
State of California CEQA Guidelines, Article 19, Section 15308, Class 8 “consists of actions taken 
by regulatory agencies, as authorized by state or local ordinance, to assure the maintenance, 
restoration, enhancement, or protection of the environment where the regulatory process involves 
procedures for protection of the environment.” 
 
State of California CEQA Guidelines Article 19, Section 15331, Class 31 “consists of projects 
limited to maintenance, repair, stabilization, rehabilitation, restoration, preservation, conservation 
or reconstruction of historical resources in a manner consistent with the Secretary of the Interior’s 
Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties with Guidelines for Preserving, Rehabilitating, 
Restoring, and Reconstructing Historic buildings.” 
 
The designation of the Bob Baker Marionette Theater property as a Historic-Cultural Monument in 
accordance with Chapter 9, Article 1, of The City of Los Angeles Administrative Code (“LAAC”) 
will ensure that future construction activities involving the subject property are regulated in 
accordance with Section 22.171.14 of the LAAC.  The purpose of the designation is to prevent 
significant impacts to a Historic-Cultural Monument through the application of the standards set 
forth in the LAAC.  Without the regulation imposed by way of the pending designation, the historic 
significance and integrity of the subject property could be lost through incompatible alterations 
and new construction and the demolition of irreplaceable historic structures.  The Secretary of the 
Interior’s Standards of Rehabilitation are expressly incorporated into the LAAC and provide 
standards concerning the historically appropriate construction activities which will ensure the 
continued preservation of the subject property.   
 
The use of Categorical Exemption Class 8 in connection with the proposed designation is 
consistent with the goals of maintaining, restoring, enhancing, and protecting the environment 
through the imposition of regulations designed to prevent the degradation of Historic-Cultural 
Monuments. 
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The use of Categorical Exemption Class 31 in connection with the proposed designation is 
consistent with the goals relating to the preservation, rehabilitation, restoration and reconstruction 
of Historic buildings in a manner consistent with the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the 
Treatment of Historic Properties with Guidelines for Preserving Rehabilitating, Restoring, and 
Reconstructing Historic Buildings. 
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PROJECT: Historic-Cultural Monument Application for the  
 BOB BAKER MARIONETTE THEATER 
 

REQUEST:  Declare the property a Historic-Cultural Monument 
 

APPLICANT: Lauren Everett 
 Historic Theater Committee 
 1047 Hyperion Ave., #7 
 Los Angeles, CA 90029 
  
OWNER:   Bob Baker 
    1345 West 1st Street 
    Los Angeles, CA 90026 

 

RECOMMENDATION  That the Cultural Heritage Commission: 
 

1. Take the property under consideration as a Historic-Cultural Monument per Los 
Angeles Administrative Code Chapter 9, Division 22, Article 1, Section 22.171.10   
because the application and accompanying photo documentation suggest the submittal 
may warrant further investigation. 

 
2. Adopt the report findings. 

 
S. GAIL GOLDBERG, AICP 
Director of Planning 
[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]  [SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE] 
    
Ken Bernstein, AICP, Manager  Lambert M. Giessinger, Preservation Architect 
Office of Historic Resources  Office of Historic Resources 
 
Prepared by: 
[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]  
 ________________________ 
Edgar Garcia, Preservation Planner 
Office of Historic Resources 
 
Attachments: December, 2008 Historic-Cultural Monument Application 
 ZIMAS Report 
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SUMMARY 
 
Built in 1953, this one-story commercial building exhibits character-defining features of Modern 
Vernacular style architecture.  The subject building appears to be L-shape in plan creating an 
entryway courtyard space facing 1st Street.  It has a flat asphalt roof with a white painted cinder 
block finish and vertical sliding vinyl windows.  The main elevation features an off-center loading 
door with corrugated metal, two entryways with doors, and a rectangular marquee.  Significant 
interior spaces include a red-curtained performance room with three crystal chandeliers.     
 
The subject building was built by an unknown architect or builder.  It appears to have been built as 
a scene shop that served as the workshop for Academy Award-winning special effects artist M.B. 
Paul.  In 1961, Bob Baker and Alton Wood purchased the property for use as a live puppet theater 
and permanent showcase for hand-crafted marionettes.     
 
Bob Baker is a Los Angeles-based puppeteer who began to work with puppets at the age of 
seven.  While still a student at Hollywood High School, Baker was working with several puppet 
companies and selling his hand-crafted marionettes to department stores.  He began an 
apprenticeship at the Academy Award-winning George Pal Animation, recognized for its 
innovative use of stop motion animation techniques.  Within a year, Baker became head of the 
Paramount Studios-contracted Puppetoons division and went on to form his own company with 
puppeteer Alton Wood, Bob Baker Productions.  His credits include work on films and television 
shows such as Bedknobs and Broomsticks, Close Encounters of the Third Kind, A Star is Born, 
Escape to Witch Mountain, and Star Trek.  Baker has also served as a design consultant to 
Disney Studios.   
 
The Bob Baker Marionette Theater appears to be the longest-running puppet theater in the nation 
and the only one of its kind in the City of Los Angeles.  It boasts a collection of over 3,000 
handmade marionettes and holds shows during the week.  The subject building also houses the 
non-profit Academy of Puppetry and Allied Arts, where high school students from underserved 
communities of the City learn the art of puppeteering.   
 
The subject building may be significant for its association with puppeteer Bob Baker and the Bob 
Baker Marionette Theater.   
    
CRITERIA 
 
The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument as 
any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon) building or structure of 
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles, such as historic structures or 
sites in which the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, State or community is 
reflected or exemplified, or which are identified with historic personages or with important events 
in the main currents of national, State or local history or which embody the distinguishing 
characteristics of an architectural type specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style 
or method of construction, or a notable work of a master builder, designer or architect whose 
individual genius influenced his age. 
 
FINDINGS 
 
Based on the facts set forth in the summary and application, the Commission determines that the 
application is complete and that the property is significant enough to warrant further investigation 
as a potential Historic-Cultural Monument. 


























































































