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SUMMARY

The International Institute of Los Angeles is a one- and two-story institutional building located on
South Boyle Avenue between 4™ Street and Whittier Boulevard in the Boyle Heights neighborhood
of Los Angeles. Built in 1931, the building was designed by architects Walter I. Webber and
Sumner Spaulding in the Spanish Colonial Revival architectural style for the Young Women’s
Christian Association (YWCA) to house the International Institute of Los Angeles (IILA). The IILA,
an organization dedicated to providing resources and services to immigrants, has continuously
operated at the subject property since its construction.

Irregular in plan, the subject property is of wood-frame construction with painted brick cladding
and clay tile rooves. The primary, east-facing elevation consists of a hipped-roof two-story volume
with one-story gabled wings at the north and south that form a forecourt. The southern wing
features two segmental arches with garage doors. The two-story volume has 16 windows
spanning the width of the second floor, and on the first floor, there is a segmental arch
passageway leading to a central courtyard. A painted brick wall runs along the property line on
Boyle Avenue that has a wrought iron gate in the center, serving as the main pedestrian entrance
to the property. The north- and south-facing elevations are mostly utilitarian. At the rear, west-
facing elevation, there is a one-story, c-shaped volume with an attached one-story auditorium
building that encloses the central courtyard. The north and south courtyard elevations are
asymmetrical and feature shed rooves covered with red barrel tile. The auditorium building is
irregular in plan, has stucco cladding and a combination of flat and vaulted rooves. Fenestration
across the property consists primarily of multi-lite wood casement windows, multi-lite French
doors with transoms, sliding glass doors, metal multi-lite windows, and jalousie windows. There
is a surface parking lot at the rear of the property.

The IILA was one of more than fifty immigrant-serving agencies to open nationwide under the
auspices of the YWCA in the early twentieth century. Social welfare advocate Edith Terry Bremer
founded the first International Institute in Greenwich Village in 1910 and subsequently oversaw
the formation of branches in industrializing cities across the country. While a common philosophy
knitted the International Institutes together, regional issues of race, citizenship, and culture
inflected the work of individual branches. Although most Institutes, which initially were established
to offer services and assistance to first- and second-generation immigrant women, were located
in the Northeast and Midwest, two opened in California: Los Angeles in 1914 and San Francisco
in 1918 (not extant). In 1915, the IILA moved its headquarters to Boyle Heights, and in 1935, three
years after the opening of its offices at the subject property, it broke away from the YWCA. Over
the years, the IILA has assisted tens of thousands of immigrants from countries all over the world.
Following World War 11, it provided relocation and employment assistance to Japanese-Americans
returning from internment camps. In addition, the IILA has worked to combat anti-immigrant
sentiment and policies, lobbying against immigration restrictions and mass deportations while
organizing events to highlight immigrants’ cultures and advance a vision of a multiculturalism.

Architects Walter I. Webber (1864-1943) and Sumner Spaulding (1892-1952) established a
partnership in 1921. Together and in collaboration with William Field Staunton, Jr., they designed
a number of high-profile residential and institutional projects in Southern California, most notably
Harold Lloyd’s Greenacres estate (1927, HCM #279) and the Catalina Casino (1928) in Avalon.
Webber retired in the early 1930s, dying in 1943; Spaulding continued to practice until his death
in 1952, contributing to the design of the Los Angeles Civic Center (1937-1943), the Los Angeles
Municipal Airport (1940-1941), and Case Study House #2 (1947) in Pasadena.

Alterations to the property include the relocation of the gymnasium/auditorium in 1931;
replacement of the gymnasium/auditorium floor and addition of a porch in 1949; addition of two
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dressing rooms, hallway, and an exit staircase in 1957; addition of a fire shaft and restroom in
1974; a minor bathroom remodel in 2000; and the in-fill of some windows and doors, and several
window replacements, all at unknown dates.

The subject property was determined eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places,
and subsequently listed in the California Register of Historical Resources in 2000. In addition, the
property was identified as a known historic resource in the SurveyLA Japanese-American, Latino,
and Women’s Rights historic context statements for its role in assisting immigrant women adjust
to life in Los Angeles.

CRITERIA

The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument
as any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon), building or structure of
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles if it meets at least one of the
following criteria:

1. Is identified with important events of national, state, or local history, or exemplifies
significant contributions to the broad cultural, economic or social history of the nation,
state, city or community;

2. lIs associated with the lives of historic personages important to national, state, city, or local
history; or

3. Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a style, type, period, or method of construction;
or represents a notable work of a master designer, builder, or architect whose individual
genius influenced his or her age.

FINDINGS
Based on the facts set forth in the summary and application, the Commission determines that the

application is complete and that the property may be significant enough to warrant further
investigation as a potential Historic-Cultural Monument.
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NOMINATION FORM

1. PROPERTY IDENTIFICATION

Proposed Monument Name: |nternational Institute of Los Angeles

Current name of property

Other Associated Names: |[nternational Institute of the YWCA,; International Institute for Foreign-Speakin

Street Address: 435 S. Boyle Avenue

Range of Addresses on Property: 435-455 S, Boyle Avenue

Zip: 90033 Council District: 14

Community Name: Boyle Heights

Assessor Parcel Number: 5174002017 Tract: 35 Acre Lots of the Los Angel( | Block: 59 Lot: PT 2
Identification cont’d:

Proposed Monument o . . Natural
Property Type: ® Building Structure Object Site/Open Space Feature

Describe any additional resources located on the property to be included in the nomination, here:

2. CONSTRUCTION HISTORY & CURRENT STATUS

Year built: 1931 @ Factual Estimated

Architect/Designer: webber & Spaulding

Original Use: Gymnasium/Social Service Center

Is the Proposed Monument on its Original Site? @ VYes

3. STYLE & MATERIALS
Architectural Style: Spanish Colonial Revival
FEATURE PRIMARY

CONSTRUCTION | Type: Wood

CLADDING Material:  Brick
Type:  Hipped
ROOF
Material:  clay tile, rounded
Type: Casement
WINDOWS
Material: Wood
ENTRY Style: Centered

DOOR Type:  French

Threatened? private Development
Contractor: paul DeHuff
Present Use: Social Service Center

No (explain in section 7) Unknown (explain in section 7)

Stories: 1&2 | Plan Shape: Irregular
SECONDARY
Type:  wood
Material:  Stucco, smooth
Type:  Combination
Material:  Rolled asphalt
Type:  Fixed
Material:  Steel
Style:  Off-center

Type:  Glass
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HISTORIC-CULTURAL MONUMENT
NOMINATION FORM

4. ALTERATION HISTORY

List date and write a brief description of any major alterations or additions. This section may also be completed on a separate document.
Include copies of permits in the nomination packet. Make sure to list any major alterations for which there are no permits, as well.

See attached.

5. EXISTING HISTORIC RESOURCE IDENTIFICATION (if known)

Listed in the National Register of Historic Places

v/ Listed in the California Register of Historical Resources

+/  Formally determined eligible for the National and/or California Registers

Contributing feature
Located in an Historic Preservation Overlay Zone (HPOZ)

Non-contributing feature

Survey Name(s): S LA () A . inL
Determined eligible for national, state, or local landmark urveyLA (Japanese Americans in Los

status by an historic resources survey(s)

Other historical or cultural resource designations:

6. APPLICABLE HISTORIC-CULTURAL MONUMENT CRITERIA

The proposed monument exemplifies the following Cultural Heritage Ordinance Criteria (Section 22.171.7):

O 1. Isidentified with important events of national, state, or local history, or exemplifies significant contributions to the
broad cultural, economic or social history of the nation, state, city or community.

2. s associated with the lives of historic personages important to national, state, city, or local history.

0 3. Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a style, type, period, or method of construction; or represents a notable
work of a master designer, builder, or architect whose individual genius influenced his or her age.
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7. WRITTEN STATEMENTS

This section allows you to discuss at length the significance of the proposed monument and why it should be
designated an Historic-Cultural Monument. Type your response on separate documents and attach them to this

form.

A. Proposed Monument Description - Describe the proposed monument’s physical characteristics and
relationship to its surrounding environment. Expand on sections 2 and 3 with a more detailed descrip-
tion of the site. Expand on section 4 and discuss the construction/alteration history in detail if that is
necessary to explain the proposed monument’s current form. Identify and describe any character-
defining elements, structures, interior spaces, or landscape features.

B. Statement of Significance - Address the proposed monument’s historic, cultural, and/or architec-
tural significance by discussing how it satisfies the HCM criteria you selected in Section 6. You must
support your argument with substantial evidence and analysis. The Statement of Significance is your
main argument for designation so it is important to substantiate any claims you make with supporting

documentation and research.

8. CONTACT INFORMATION

Applicant

Name: Vivian Escalante Company:  Boyle Heights Community Partners

Street Address: 603 N. Breed St. City: Los Angeles State: CA

Zip: 90033 Phone Number: 323-482-6222 Email: 411@boyleheightscommunitypartners.com
Property Owner Is the owner in support of the nomination? Yes No @® Unknown
Name: E. Stephen Voss Company:  |nternational Institute of Los Angeles

Street Address: 3845 Se“g Place City: Los Angeles State: CA

Zip: 90031 Phone Number: 333.224-3800 Email: SVoss@iilosangeles.org

Nomination Preparer/Applicant’s Representative
Name: see attached Company:
Street Address: City: State:

Zip: Phone Number: Email:






Nomination Preparer/Applicant’s Representatives (continued)

Name: Laura Dominguez

Company: University of Southern California, Department of History

Street Address: 3502 Trousdale Parkway, Social Sciences Building, Room 153
City: Los Angeles

State: CA

Zip: 90089-0034

Email: ladoming@usc.edu

Name: Rosalind Sagara*

Company: Los Angeles Conservancy

Street Address: 523 West Sixth Street, Suite 826
City: Los Angeles

State: CA

Zip: 90014

Phone Number: 213-430-4211

Email: rsagara@laconservancy.org

* = primary contact
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7. WRITTEN STATEMENTS A & B
7A. PROPOSED MONUMENT DESCRIPTION
Property Description

The International Institute of Los Angeles is located at 435 South Boyle Avenue in a residential
neighborhood of Los Angeles, south of 4" Street and north of Whittier Boulevard, between the
101 and 10 freeways. The one and two-story brick building rendered in the Spanish Colonial
Revival style was designed by Webber & Spaulding in 1931 for the Young Women’s Christian
Association (Y.W.C.A). The building is in overall good condition and retains all aspects of
integrity.

Site

The International Institute is located at 435 South Boyle Avenue in the Boyle Heights
neighborhood of Los Angeles. The building faces east, toward Boyle Avenue. A 10-foot brick
wall at the property line on Boyle Avenue creates a forecourt. There are three entry points to the
property: the main entrance off of Boyle Avenue and two driveways along the northern and
southern property lines that lead you to the back of the property.

The main entrance is centrally located along a brick wall on Boyle Avenue. The brick wall
features a large dentil pattern bordering the entrance where a black wrought iron double swing
gate is located. A small black wrought iron institutional sign hangs above the gate. Located just
inside the brick wall is a forecourt which features non-original brick pavement and two non-
original brick benches. A small wrought iron gate extending from the brick wall to the north-
facing bench and continuing to the building creates a distinct area within the courtyard.
Enclosing the forecourt are the one-story north and south wings of the building. The outdoor
space is landscaped with lawn, plantings, and trees. A mural featuring a multicultural community
has been painted on the interior brick wall facing west along Boyle Avenue.

Continuing beyond the forecourt is an entry hallway to the two-story section of the building. This
corridor also leads to the central courtyard. Beyond this courtyard is a one-story auditorium
building. To the rear of this building is a surface parking lot.

Building — Exterior
The one and two-story brick building is rendered in the Spanish Colonial Revival style. The

building has an irregular footprint. The main two-story portion of the building is recessed and
faces Boyle Avenue, with two projecting one-story wings facing the street and a large brick



HCM Application — International Institute of Los Angeles — 435 S. Boyle Avenue
Written Statements A & B

chimney on the south end of the two-story section. At the west (rear) elevation of the two-story
portion of the building is the one-story C-shaped section that encloses a main central courtyard.
Behind the C-shaped section of the building is an auditorium building which was expanded in
1934 and likely connected to the rest of the complex by the 1950s. The complex is composed of
various low-pitched roof forms covered in red barrel tile, including a hipped roof on the main
two-story portion and gabled roofs on both of the one-story wings. The roof at the C-shaped
section is flat and the auditorium section features both flat and vaulted roof forms.

The primary elevation faces east toward Boyle Avenue. The fenestration pattern of the two-story
portion is sixteen bays in length and irregularly arranged. At the southeast end of the two-story
portion of the building are two non-original French doors with a single light above, followed by
a central arched entryway, and three small casement windows with wood sills to the north of the
entryway. At the second-story are fifteen small casement windows with wood sills and one door
at the southeast end that connects to a non-original exterior staircase leading to the forecourt.
Four of the windows at the second story and two at the first story have been covered in brick;
two on the second story and two on the first story have been painted to match the window pattern
of the original windows. At the southeast one-story wing are two non-original metal garage
doors facing the street. The opening at the one-story northeast wing has been covered in brick
and painted white.

The west (rear) elevation of the main two-story portion of the building opens onto the main
central courtyard. This elevation features four entrances on the first story, three of which are
double doors. Two of these are glass French doors and one is a centrally located arched double
door, which serves as the primary entrance. The fourth entrance, which has been covered in brick
is north of a small fixed window next to the primary entrance. The second story features a
balcony with a non-original decorative wood panel railing painted in red to match the red and
white color scheme. The recessed portion of this fagade has three wooden French doors with
non-original metal security doors that open to the balcony. An additional French door is on the
southeast end, facing north. There are three small windows with wood sills arranged to the north
and to the south of the balcony; one to the north and two to the south. The window closest to the
balcony on the south end is non-original.

The secondary (north and south) elevations of the building are irregularly arranged. Casement
windows of varying sizes and at various heights are in groups of anywhere from one to four
windows on the first and second stories of each elevation. The south elevation features one
entrance that has been covered in brick and three perforated screens on the first story. The north
elevation features one entrance at the northwest section of the building. Like the south elevation,
there are three perforated screens on the first story.
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The one-story C-shaped section of the building encloses a main central courtyard. All of the
doors, window surrounds, and wrought-iron window detailing that face the courtyard are painted
red. In addition, a thick stripe above each of the windows and entrances, approximately three feet
of all of the courtyard fagades, and the posts and beams have been painted red.

The primary (west) courtyard elevation features a stone water feature with a tiled garden motif
backsplash. To the north of the fountain are two French doors. One large casement window with
a brick sill is located to the south of the fountain followed by a large arched entryway. On the
upper portion of the facade are three decorative cement block vents placed within the brick wall.

The secondary courtyard elevations (north and south) feature shed roofs covered with red barrel
tile. Both facades are irregularly arranged. The north courtyard elevation is seven bays in length,
with four single wooden doors and two French doors. One entrance leads to an interior staircase
that connects to the two-story section of the building. The south courtyard elevation consists of
four bays with three French doors and one single wooden door.

The auditorium section is clad in stucco and has undergone a number of exterior and interior
alterations during the period of significance. The north elevation has a slight jog where the C-
portion of the building and the auditorium connect. A small fixed window, facing north, is
located at the hyphen. Directly adjacent to hyphen is the complex’s main electrical source and
gas meter, followed by the north wall addition to the auditorium. A door that opens to the north
driveway is located at the easternmost section of this elevation. At the westernmost section of the
elevation is a small window. At the time of the north wall extension in 1934, a covered walkway
at the south elevation was added. The walkway features a shed roof with four wooden posts.
Located at the easternmost section of the walkway is a double door. At the southeastern section
of the south elevation, facing north, is a double door entrance with a three-light transom. To the
west of this entrance are two large 4/2 windows. The lower portion of the windows are louvered.
Following the pair of windows is another double door entrance with a three-light transom. The
west (rear) elevation features a non-original large sliding glass door that opens to the parking lot.
On both sides of this door are a large 4/2 window of the same type and style as seen on the south
elevation. Located on the northwestern portion of this elevation is a door with a non-original
metal security door.

In 1949, a one-story structure which was previously located at the rear of the property was
moved behind the southwestern section of the C-shaped section of the complex for added office
space. The C-shaped section of the building is connected to the auditorium section by a hyphen
which was likely added in the 1950s, when a number of interior alterations were brought into
compliance with life-safety laws. It is likely that this section previously featured a roof, but was
open at the north and south elevations.
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Building — Interior

Access to the interior was not granted by the owner, and therefore cannot be described beyond
changes indicated by permits.

Character-defining features

Site and landscape
e Brick perimeter wall on Boyle Ave
e Dentil pattern at brick wall opening at Boyle Avenue
e Forecourt with brick floor
e Main central courtyard with brick floor
e Wrought-iron swing gate facing Boyle Avenue
e  Wrought-iron institutional sign
e  Wrought-iron pendant lights
e North and south driveways
e Main courtyard water feature with decorative tile

Flooring (brick, wood, cement)

Building — Exterior
e FEast-west orientation
e Irregular footprint
e Recessed entrance on two-story portion with projecting single-story north and south
wings
e Various low-pitched roof forms (hipped, gabled, shed, and flat)
e Red barrel tile
e Brick bench in entry hallway
e Balcony with wood railing
e Wood casement windows
e Wood and brick window sills
e Wood paneled double-doors (glazed and unglazed)
o Wood-framed reception window at main entry hallway
e Perforated screens in exterior brick
e Arched doorways
e Covered walkways at main courtyard

Building— Interior
e Formality and relationship between interior and exterior spaces
e Flooring (brick, wood, cement)
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e Main entry hallway at two-story section

e Wood paneled doors (glazed and unglazed)

e Arched doorways

e Wooden staircases

e Staircase railings

e Brick benches
e Fireplaces (2)

e Antique door hardware

Alteration history

1924 Aug 29

1931 Oct 17
1931 Nov 2
1934 Oct 1

1934 Nov 8

1949 July 5

1949 Oct 11
1957 July 16
1957 July 25
1957 Aug 6

1957 Sept 10

1974-1975

Construct roof over platform; railing around platform and short sides of
stage; add frame wall to the back of the stage.

Tile work, kitchen and fountains

Relocate gymnasium (auditorium) on site

Lay hardwood floor in gymnasium (auditorium)

Extend north wall of gymnasium (auditorium) and add porch on south side

Relocate one-story frame building from rear of property to the area behind
the southwestern section of the C-shaped section of the complex

Changes to interior: office space (illegible)

Demolish illegal dressing rooms in gymnasium to comply

Parapet wall correction: Boyle Ave, north, south, and inner exit courtyard
Re-roof to comply

Changes to interior: addition of two dressing rooms, hallway,

exit staircase, and enclosing walls of 1 hr construction for auditorium to

comply.

Changes to interior: fire shaft for exhaust hood in kitchen, conversion o
storage room to children’s restroom
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1988 Mar 3 Detail change

2000 Feb 4 Changes to interior: minor bathroom remodel, re-roof portion of building,
remodel balcony railing (non-structural only); remove trees; add roof top
equipment.

7B. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
The subject property at 435 S. Boyle Avenue meets the following criteria for designation as a
Los Angeles Historic-Cultural Monument (HCM):

1t reflects the broad cultural, political, economic, or social history of the nation, state,
city, or community.

Constructed in 1931 for the International Institute of Los Angeles (IILA), the subject property is
significant for its associations with Progressive Era reform, women’s social movements, and
patterns of immigration in Los Angeles.

The IILA was founded in 1914 under the umbrella of the Young Women’s Christian Association
(YWCA) as part of the nationwide International Institute Movement. Spearheaded by social
worker Terry Bremer, the International Institutes offered first- and second-generation women an
alternative to the assimilationist practices of the settlement house movement of the late
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. The agencies structured their social services around the
theory of cultural pluralism, arguing that preserving immigrant heritage strengthened American
democracy. The IILA’s all-female staff maintained its liberal views on immigrant education and
citizenship amid a period of mounting anti-immigrant rhetoric, policies, and practices during the
1920s and 1930s. Its members included women and girls from Asia, Latin America, and Eastern
and Southern Europe, and many of its social workers were second-generation members of the
ethnic communities they served. During World War II, the organization lobbied against the
incarceration of persons of Japanese ancestry and assisted with resettlement efforts after the war
ended.

The subject property is also significant for its associations with the development of the Boyle
Heights neighborhood. The IILA moved its headquarters to Boyle Heights in 1915 and
purchased 435 South Boyle Avenue in 1924. It commissioned the subject property on the same
site in 1931. As a polyglot community center for immigrant women, the property is emblematic
of Boyle Heights’ ethno-racial diversity prior to World War II.

The subject property meets the registration requirements outlined for “Women-Serving
Institutions and Organizations” in SurveyLA’s Citywide Historic Context Statement: Women'’s
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Rights in Los Angeles, 1850-1980. 1t is identified in and meets registration requirements outlined
for “Property Types Associated with Community Organizations, Social Services, and
Institutions” in SurveyLA’s Citywide Historic Context Statement: Japanese Americans in Los
Angeles, 1869-1970. Lastly, it is identified in and meets registration requirements outlined for
“Education” in SurveyLA’s Citywide Historic Context Statement: Latino Los Angeles Historic
Context Statement.

It embodies the distinguishing characteristics of an architectural-type specimen,
inherently valuable for study of a period, style or method of construction.

The property at 435 S. Boyle Avenue is an excellent example of Spanish Colonial Revival
architecture in an institutional setting. The building embodies the distinguishing characteristics
of the style, including irregular footprint, brick construction, interior courtyard, red barrel tile,
wood balcony, and decorative ironwork. The building is also a rare example of the Spanish
Colonial Revival style in Boyle Heights. The subject property meets the registration
requirements outlined for “Institutional-Education” property types in SurveyLA’s Los Angeles
Citywide Historic Context Statement under the context of “Architecture and Engineering, 1850-
1980,” the theme of “Mediterranean and Indigenous Revival Architecture, 1887-1952,” and the
sub-theme of “Spanish Colonial Revival, 1915-1942.”

1t is a notable work of a master builder, designer, or architect whose individual genius
influenced his or her age.

The subject property is a notable work of the Southern California architectural firm of Webber &
Spaulding. Sumner Spaulding and Walter I. Webber began their partnership in 1921, and they
primarily pursued residential projects. The firm achieved acclaim for their design of the
“Greenacres” estate for silent film star Harold Lloyd (1927) and the Avalon Casino on Catalina
Island (1928), which they completed in partnership with William Field Staunton, Jr. The subject
property was one of Webber’s last commissions prior to his retirement in the early 1930s.
Spaulding had an illustrious career as a lecturer at the University of Southern California and
Scripps College and as president of the Southern California Chapter of the American Institute of
Architects (AIA). He also contributed to a number of civic and institutional projects in the
postwar period, including the redesign of the Los Angeles Civic Center.

Historical Background

Development of Boyle Heights

Located directly east of the Los Angeles River, Boyle Heights is among Los Angeles’s oldest
residential communities. Beginning in the 1870s, real estate booms across Southern California
followed the expansion of the railway system, and development activities transformed the
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pastoral area into a residential subdivision in the 1880s. As documented in SurveyLA’s Historic
Resources Survey Report for the Boyle Heights Community Plan Area:

Boyle Heights was home to some of the city’s most affluent and prominent households
and was promoted as an upper-class enclave in its formative years. Yet even early in its
history, the area was never exclusively the domain of the civic elite. Families of more
modest means, also attracted to the suburban ideal that was being promoted by area
boosters, constructed smaller dwellings near the horse-drawn streetcar line...!

Boyle Heights’ economic diversity continued to mold its development and character at the turn-
of-the-century. By the 1920s, it had grown into a dense streetcar suburb with nearby commercial,
institutional, and industrial uses that served as places of employment and supported the day-to-
day needs of the local population. Structural forces, however, also played a significant role in
shaping who lived and worked in the neighborhood.

Constructing what historian George Sanchez describes as a “geography of difference,” city
officials created zoning rules in the early 1910s to protect westside residential neighborhoods
from industrial development while expanding those uses near the east and south side homes of
working-class residents. Deed restrictions further confined non-white immigrants and African
Americans to those areas as white residents relocated to protected suburbs.? These policy
changes coincided with ongoing population growth in Los Angeles, as newcomers made their
way to the city from countries around the world and other regions of the U.S. Increasingly,
African American, Italian, Japanese, Jewish, Mexican, and Russian Molokan families moved
into eastside properties originally developed and occupied by white skilled workers and well-to-
do Midwesterners.>

Municipal regulations limited non-white mobility to neighborhoods like Boyle Heights, fine-
tuning at a local level the racialized barriers newcomers encountered in U.S. immigration law.
Groups settling in Boyle Heights faced different, though related policies of exclusion at the
nation’s borders. The so-called 1908 “Gentleman’s Agreement” between the U.S. and Japan, for
example, slowed new immigration, but the Japanese population in Los Angeles continued to
grow with internal migrations. Eugenics-based rules in the 1910s and 1920s further restricted
entry to groups from Asia and Southern and Eastern Europe, but business interests lobbied to
exempt Mexicans from quota systems.*

! SurveyLA, Historic Resources Survey Report: Boyle Heights Community Plan Area, 11.

2 George J. Sanchez, “What’s Good for Boyle Heights Is Good for the Jews,” American Quarterly 56, no. 3 (2004):
635-36; Mark Wild, Street Meeting: Multiethnic Neighborhoods in Early Twentieth Century Los Angeles (Berkeley:
University of California Press, 2005), 54.

3 Wild, Street Meeting, 25-30. Note that during the period of significance, ethno-racial categories were fluid and
contingent on time and place.

4 The Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882 was the first law designed to prevent all members of a specific ethnic or

national group from immigrating to the U.S. California politicians, labor leaders, and business interests played key
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The resulting ethnic heterogeneity was a significant part of Boyle Heights’ identity prior to
World War II. Its position as a port-of-entry for so many immigrant groups garnered
comparisons to Ellis Island over time.> As SurveyLA points out, the multiracial diverse
composition was often viewed unfavorably from the outside.® In 1939, for example, the Home
Owners Loan Corporation (HOLC) described Boyle Heights in its risk assessment as “a “melting
pot” area.. literally honeycombed with diverse and subversive racial elements.”” Like other
working-class neighborhoods nationwide, Boyle Heights experienced a severe housing crisis
during the Great Depression, making it a target of slum-clearance programs beginning in the
early 1940s.3

While no single ethnic group claimed a majority position prior to World War II, Boyle Heights
experienced significant demographic shifts in the postwar period. According to SurveyLA:

These shifts can be attributed to a myriad of factors including the internment of
California’s Japanese American population during World War II as well as the easing of
race restrictive covenants in the 1950s, which allowed upwardly-mobile Jewish
households to move to more affluent neighborhoods in other parts of the city including
the San Fernando Valley and the Westside; this in turn led to the exodus of Boyle
Heights’s Japanese and Jewish populations. Other ethnic and religious groups with roots
in the area had moved away from Boyle Heights by this time as well. However, for the
most part the community’s Latino population remained, largely due to language barriers,
income inequality, fewer job opportunities, and a real estate market that continued to
discriminate against certain racial and ethnic minorities.’

Beginning in the mid-1940s through the 1960s, physical disruption of the neighborhood
accompanied demographic and cultural changes. Despite organized community opposition, the
construction of five freeways and the multi-level East Los Angeles Interchange eviscerated

roles in lobbying for the legislation, and its passage opened the door to new waves of immigration laws and policies
aimed at preventing non-white groups from migrating and/or naturalizing. See Natalia Molina, How Race Is Made in
America: Immigration, Citizenship, and the Historical Power of Racial Scripts (Berkeley: University of California
Press, 2013), 68-88.

3 SurveyLA, 34. See also Leslie Bernstein Rojas, “Boyle Heights, the ‘Ellis Island of the West Coast,” Southern
California Public Radio, March 30, 2011. https://www.scpr.org/blogs/multiamerican/2011/03/30/8284/boyle-
heights-the-ellis-island-of-the-west-coast/

¢ SurveyLA, 14.

7 Home Owners’ Loan Corporation, “Area Description: Boyle Heights” (April 19, 1939), Testbed for the Redlining
Archives of California’s Exclusionary Spaces, salt.umd.edu/T-RACES.

8 SurveyLA, 13.

° SurveyLA, 15-16.
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portions of Boyle Heights. Among the hardest-hit districts was the area where the International
Institute of Los Angeles was located.!’

International Institute Movement

The International Institute of Los Angeles (IILA) was one of more than fifty immigrant-serving
agencies to open nationwide under the auspices of the Young Women’s Christian Association
(YWCA) in the early twentieth century. Social welfare advocate Edith Terry Bremer founded the
first International Institute in Greenwich Village in 1910 and subsequently oversaw the
formation of branches in industrializing cities across the country. Although most were located in
the Northeast and Midwest, two outfits opened in California: Los Angeles in 1914 and San
Francisco in 1918 (not extant).

According to historian Raymond A. Mohl, the International Institutes embraced philosopher
Horace Kallen’s theory of “cultural pluralism” in their approach to work with immigrant groups.
Whereas other proponents of Americanization advocated total assimilation or the “melting pot
ideal,” Bremer and her followers believed “that ethnic groups should maintain their identities and
preserve their traditions and cultures” in order to contribute to “a healthier democratic society.”!!
The International Institutes, Mohl argued, were among the few social service agencies to adopt
this inclusive framework during the Progressive Era (1890s-1920s). Bremer’s training at the
University of Chicago and her experiences working in local settlement houses left her a fierce
critic of forced assimilation and American exceptionalism. Reflecting on her work in 1923, she
wrote, “there is no richer material for cultural growth than that which can be saved for the

foreigner out of his own inheritance.”!?

The YWCA'’s growing interest in immigration marked a shift in its traditional emphasis on
religious and moral uplift among women. The social welfare organization traced its roots to a
trans-Atlantic, Protestant revival that began in London and the Northeastern U.S. in the 1850s.!3
Elite women organized nondenominational prayer circles as a means of exerting social and
religious power, formalizing their activities with a new association known as the Ladies’
Christian Union (LCU). Soon, LCU affiliates in Boston and New York City set their sights on
the moral plight of working-class women, particularly those from rural areas. In 1860, reformers

10 SurveyLA, 15.

! Raymond A. Mohl, “The International Institute Movement and Ethnic Pluralism,” Social Science 56, no. 1 (1981),
14.

12 Mohl, 16.

13 Nancy Marie Robertson, Christian Sisterhood: Race Relations, and the YWCA, 1906-46 (Urbana: University of
Illinois Press, 2007), 12.

10
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opened the first boarding house in New York City for female students, teachers, and factory
workers, foreshadowing the rise of the settlement movement.'*

In 1870, a group of LCU members in New York split from the larger organization to form the
YWCA, and others soon followed. The new organization sought greater autonomy from the male
leadership of Protestant sects and channeled its evangelism through social service and reform.'?
In particular, the YWCA responded to the “social problem” of working women’s leisure and
recreation, offering “wholesome” activities, clubs, and classes in addition to room and board.!®
Like other middle-class reformers of the Gilded Age (1870s-1900), YWCA leaders sought to
deter working-class women from entering spaces associated with vice -- such as saloons and
dance halls -- by constructing an institutional network of boarding houses, employment agencies,
vocational schools, and more. Of the YWCA, historian Kathy Peiss argued: “To safeguard young
women in the city, reformers created recreational spaces for working women that were patterned
after familiar middle-class models, the home and the women’s club. In essence, they extended
women’s sphere into the threatening urban environment.”!”

Prior to 1900, most YWCA volunteers focused their energies on native-born, white working
women, even as new waves of immigration changed the ethnic, religious, and cultural make-up
of the American workforce.!® Nonetheless, as Progressive reform efforts gained popular support
in other social arenas -- labor, politics, public health, suffrage, for example -- the YWCA began
to reposition itself as an advocate “for women as women rather than as evangelical converts.”!”
Its evolving philosophy made it a natural sponsor for Bremer’s proposal to aid first- and second-
generation women and girls with adjustment to life in the United States, such as providing
English language courses, recreational and club activities, and casework assistance (including
employment, housing, and naturalization). Each International Institute operated independently,
although Bremer continued to advise branches on programming, led trainings, and lobbied for
more humane immigration legislation. Similarly, the national leadership of the YWCA
advocated for less restrictive public policy during the 1910s and 1920s, a period in which
nativism, xenophobia, and fears of political radicalism fueled race-based immigration exclusions
and quotas.?’

4 VCU Libraries, “Young Women’s Christian Association (YWCA),” Social Welfare History Project (undated),
https://socialwelfare.library.vcu.edu/youth/young-womens-christian-association/.

15 Robertson, 13.

16 Kathy Peiss, Cheap Amusements: Working Women and Leisure in Turn-of-the-Century New York (Philadelphia:
Temple University Press, 1986), 164-65.

17 Peiss, 166.

18 Robertson, 14.

19 Mohl, 15.

20 Immanuel Ness, Encyclopedia of American Social Movements (New York: Routledge, 2015), 365.
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Though a common philosophy knitted the International Institutes together, regional issues of
race, citizenship, and culture inflected the work of individual branches. Varying patterns of
immigration in major U.S. cities meant that individual branches responded to or were shaped by
their immediate contexts. In San Francisco, for example, Institute workers resisted vehement
anti-Asian racism in the decades following Chinese Exclusion and the Gentlemen’s Agreement,
but their service-work still occurred within a landscape of bias and disparity for ethnic Asians.?!

A key characteristic of the International Institute movement was the practice of employing first-
and second-generation women as caseworkers, as their knowledge of multiple languages and
ethnic traditions made it easier for them to build relationships with newcomers. The Institutes
referred to them as “nationality workers,” “nationality secretaries,” or “visitors,” and they played
a dual role in helping their community members adapt to American society while encouraging
empathy and understanding of immigrant knowledge and folkways among native-born citizens.??
Most International Institutes hosted annual festivals, which showcased the different cuisines,
handicrafts, and performing arts of their members. These events promoted ethnic pride among
the different groups that the Institutes served, and they conveyed a message of “diversity rather
than conformity [and] cooperation rather than conflict” as the essence of American democracy.??

By the early 1920s, Institute leaders began contemplating a split from the YWCA over
philosophical and programmatic differences. At the national level, the YWCA tended to favor
more assimilationist models than pluralist ones, and its emphasis on serving women prevented
the Institutes from developing support structures for men, families, and entire communities.
Bremer, in particular, argued that the challenges of the immigration and naturalization systems
exceeded the capacity of the YWCA. The first branch to separate was the St. Louis International
Institute, which became an independent entity in 1923. Over the next decade, representatives
from various branches and the YWCA studied and negotiated possibilities for future
organizational models. In 1933, Bremer and a cohort of supporters founded the National Institute
of Immigrant Welfare (NIIW) as a new umbrella organization dedicated to pro-immigration
reform, fundraising, and program development. Most Institutes, including the branch in Los
Angeles, enjoyed friendly working relationships with their local YWCA chapters, and the
divisions occurred amicably.?*

The NIIW expanded the training apparatus that Bremer established under the YWCA, including
annual conferences and technical support. Institute ambassadors stationed themselves at ports-of-
entry at Ellis Island in New York City and Angel Island in San Francisco, establishing initial

2l Andrew Urban, “Rooted in the Americanization Zeal: The San Francisco International Institute, Race, and
Settlement Work, 1918-1939,” Chinese America: History and Perspectives (2007), 95-101.

22 Mohl, 18.

23 Mohl, 19.

24 Ibid.
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contact with new arrivals and putting them in touch with caseworkers. Bremer claimed that the
Institutes were one of the only organizations to defend immigrant rights during the Great
Depression, when high rates of poverty and unemployment contributed to mounting xenophobia.
The NIIW and its affiliates, for example, protested government-sponsored “repatriation” of
Mexicans and Mexican Americans between 1929 and 1936, a period in which the United States
deported hundreds of thousands of immigrants and birthright citizens. Despite the hardships of
these years, the Institutes continued to host cultural activities and social events in their local
communities.?

The NIIW changed its name once more in the early 1940s to the American Federation of
International Institutes (AFII). During World War II, the umbrella organization lobbied for fair
treatment of so-called “resident aliens,” and local branches developed programs to assuage
tensions among their members. After 1945, the AFII played an important role in resettlement
efforts of Japanese and Japanese Americans who were returning from World War II
incarceration, along with resettlement of groups displaced from Europe. Local International
Institutes continued to support refugee populations in the postwar period, including Hungarians
(1950s), Cubans (1960s), and Vietnamese communities (1970s).26

International Institute of Los Angeles

Along with Progressives nationwide, Anglo-American reformers in Los Angeles sought new
solutions to the chaos of industrialization, population booms, and social unrest at the dawn of the
twentieth century. Women'’s clubs and organizations had been part of the city’s social landscape
since the 1860s, and their influence over race relations, class organization, and gender politics
swelled in later decades. Elite women — “white, native-born, affluent, and usually Protestant” —
formed exclusive groups in neighborhoods near downtown to promote social and political

improvement.?’

As was common practice, leaders of prominent organizations like the Friday Morning Club and
the Ebell of Los Angeles rented or reused spaces in existing structures before commissioning
architect-designed buildings.?® The YWCA, which established its local branch in 1893 at the

% Ibid.

26 Ibid., 20.

%7 Eileen V. Wallis, “‘Keeping Alive the Old Tradition’: Spanish-Mexican Club Women in Southern California,
1880-1940,” Southern California Quarterly 91, no. 2 (2009): 136.

28 Marta Gutman argues that reformers constructed networks of social improvement through strategic reuse and
appropriation of existing spaces, such as neighborhood saloons and private homes. See Gutman, 4 City for Children:
Women, Architecture, and the Charitable Landscapes of Oakland, 1850-1950 (Chicago: The University of Chicago
Press, 2014).
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Crocker Block (212 S. Broadway; not extant), developed a similar tradition of repurposing extant
architecture for its programming in centralized neighborhoods.?’

Organizational Development, 1914-1924

In 1913, the YWCA announced the hiring of Stanford University graduate Sue D. Barnwell as its
Secretary of Immigration.’° Barnwell spearheaded the new Los Angeles chapter of the
International Institute in 1914, just four years after the first office opened in Greenwich Village,
and it joined a modest collection of settlement houses encircling the downtown area.?! Its first
office was located at 115 2 Commercial Street, and it moved across the river to 152 S. Utah
Street the same year. As the IILA approached its second anniversary, the YWCA reported that its
new division — a “home for our friends from across the seas” — had emerged as a beacon of
opportunity, American values, and the bounties of citizenship.?

In addition to fieldwork, the organization hosted English language courses from its central office,
which relocated in 1915 to a riverside property in Boyle Heights to be closer to its constituents.
The Los Angeles Times described the 1876 Italianate residence at 1315 Pleasant Avenue (HCM
#98), originally constructed for businessman William Hayes Perry, as a former “show place”
turned haven among “colonies of many nationalities.”** The move placed the Institute on the
same block as the Brownson Settlement House, which had commissioned architect Francis B.
Byrne to design a Prairie-style complex in 1913 (not extant).>*

29 «y W.C.A.: What the Association is Doing - The Meeting Tomorrow,” Los Angeles Times, September 30, 1893.
The YWCA also commissioned several properties in the 1910s, including the Arthur Benton-designed Mary
Andrews Clark Memorial home at 336 Loma Drive (1913; HCM #158) and the Julia Morgan-designed Hollywood
Studio at 1215 Lodi Place (1916; HCM #175). The organization established the Twelfth Street Center for African
American women in 1921 (1108 East 12th Street; not extant); purchased the Magnolia Residence in Boyle Heights
(2616 E. 3" Street) as a dormitory for Japanese women in 1922; and maintained the Eliza Cottage as a retreat in
Hermosa Beach (3323 Hermosa Avenue; not extant). In 1926, the YWCA completed construction on the Figueroa
Hotel (939 S. Figueroa Street), which it designed as lodging for traveling women. See also SurveyL A, Los Angeles
Citywide Historic Context Statement: Women's Rights in Los Angeles, 1850-1980, 42.

30 “Young Women’s Christian Association, Annual Announcement, 1913-1914,” Box 1, Folder 14, YWCA of Los
Angeles Collection, Young Women’s Christian Association (YWCA) of Los Angeles Collection (1894-1986),
Special Collections and Archives, Oviatt Library, California State University, Northridge (“YWCA of Los Angeles
Collection” hereafter).

31 Robert Archey Woods and Albert Joseph Kennedy, Handbook of Settlements (Charities Publication Committee,
1911), 9-13. The publication listed just six agencies in Los Angeles: Bethlehem Institute, Brownson House, College
Settlement, Los Angeles Municipal Settlements, Neighborhood House, and Stinson Memorial Industrial School.

32 “Young Women’s Christian Association, Annual Report, 1915-16,” Box 1, Folder 16, YWCA of Los Angeles
Collection.

33 “New Home for Melting Pot: Work for Foreign Women of the City Centralized,” Los Angeles Times, December
20, 1915. Designed by Kysor & Matthews, the Perry Residence was designated HCM #98 in 1972 and relocated to
Heritage Square Museum in Montecito Heights in 1975. See also SurveyLA, Boyle Heights Community Plan Area,
9.

34 “Noble Philanthropy Now Taking Shape,” Los Angeles Times, May 18, 1913.
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Like their counterparts in other cities, IILA social workers aimed to preserve clients’ so-called
“Old World” sensibilities while concurrently preparing them for citizenship. One of the
Institute’s earliest employment programs aided women in selling traditional handicrafts.?
Believing that most newcomers were ill-equipped to adjust to life in the U.S. organically,
Institute reformers claimed a moral responsibility to intervene when they suspected a client
might compromise her honor, safety, and wellbeing. The greatest chance for success, they
argued, lay in a client’s ongoing connection to her cultural heritage. Elevating immigrant
folkways not only granted comfort and dignity to IILA community members, but it also
encouraged empathy and education among native-born residents. “The immigrant is here,”
Barnwell reminded YWCA members in 1915, “and the question is not, do we want to keep them,
but how will we care for them?”*¢

The Institute’s work, however, was not free from prejudice. The attitudes of staff toward foreign-
born women and girls mirrored the maternalist values that scholars have observed in studies of
indigenous removal policies, Protestant missionary work, and female delinquency.’” Largely
unmarried women, Institute reformers performed tasks associated with motherhood — such as
tending to sick families and advising on housekeeping — in addition to helping clients navigate
the immigration system. They also closely studied the behaviors and customs of their clients,
relating how women from different ethnic groups adapted to life in Los Angeles and forming
subtle hierarchies among them.*®

Nonetheless, the IILA maintained its liberal stance on cultural diversity after World War I,
despite national declines in social reform and immigrant aid programs.*® Furthermore, the
organization developed ties to the University of Southern California (USC), which had appointed
Chicago-trained sociologist Dr. Emory S. Bogardus to its faculty in 1911. His hiring elevated
Los Angeles as a laboratory for social science research and provided an “intellectual justification
for Americanization” during the interwar period.*® Bogardus founded the Department of

35 “International Institute for Immigrant Girls, Pamphlet, c. 1918,” Box 1, Home Front Collection.

36 «“Ayuda Club has Election: Members Hear Excellent Talk by Miss Barnwell on Immigration,” Riverside Daily
Press, October 27, 1915.

37 See Margaret D. Jacobs, White Mother to a Dark Race: Settler Colonialism, Maternalism, and the Removal of
Indigenous Children in the American West and Australia, 1880-1940 (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 2009);
Mary E. Odem, Delinquent Daughters: Protecting and Policing Adolescent Female Sexuality in the United States,
1885-1920 (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1995); Peggy Pascoe, Relations of Rescue: The Search
for Female Moral Authority in the American West, 1874-1939 (New York: Oxford University Press, 1990).

38 State Commission of Immigration and Housing of California, “Report on An Experiment Made in Los Angeles in
the Summer of 1917 for the Americanization of Foreign-born Women,” 5-6, Box 1, Home Front Collection.

3 Wild, Street Meeting, 74.

40 Sanchez, Becoming Mexican American: Ethnicity, Culture, and Identity in Chicano Los Angeles, 1900-1945 (New
York: Oxford University Press, 1995), 97.
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Sociology in 1915 and the School of Social Work in 1921, the first college-level sociology
programs in the western U.S.#!

Bogardus was active in community work in Los Angeles as an advisor to the IILA, and his wife,
Edith, was a member of its board beginning in the 1920s.4> Bogardus advocated the formation of
an “international consciousness” following World War I, a “higher type of patriotism” or
“loyalty to the world group” among all nationalities.** He praised the Institute for supporting
women “representing an infinite variety in race, type, character, temperament, and gifts” without
succumbing to chauvinistic expressions of patriotism.** “The best kind of work with
immigrants,” he wrote in 1928, “is that which sets them constructive examples in citizenship
under pleasant circumstances... which draws them out spontaneously in contributing the best of
their culture and personalities to their adopted land, and which enables them to participate
constructively in the local community life and development.”*3

Bogardus and his protégées also tasked themselves with “awakening” Anglo Americans “to the
social realities and dangers represented by poorer, ethnic newcomers to the region,” particularly
Mexicans and Mexican Americans.*® He was a member of the American Eugenics Society,
which accented his belief that not all groups could “improve” themselves through
Americanization.*” Nonetheless, future IILA social worker Gretchen Tuthill, a Bogardus trainee,
argued in her master’s thesis that the advancement of a “world community loyalty” might be “the
ultimate solution of all race problems” in Los Angeles.*®

41 “Beginnings of Sociology in the West,” Box C11.2, Folder 9, Emory Bogardus papers, Collection no. 0264,
University Archives, Special Collections, USC Libraries, University of Southern California.

42 Bogardus also worked with the All Nations Foundation of Los Angeles, a settlement agency founded in 1918. See
Colin Wark and John F. Galliher, “Emory Bogardus and the Origins of the Social Distance Scale,” The American
Sociologist 38, no. 4 (2007): 389.

43 Emory S. Bogardus, Essentials of Americanization (Los Angeles: University of Southern California Press, 1920),
9, http://archive.org/details/essentialsofamer0Obogarich.

4 Ibid., 253-54.

45 Emory S. Bogardus, Immigration and Race Attitudes (Boston: D.C. Heath and Company, 1928), 262.

46 Sanchez, Becoming Mexican American, 97.

47 Alexandra Stern, Eugenic Nation: Faults and Frontiers of Better Breeding in Modern America (Berkeley:
University of California Press, 2005), 152. Though the IILA never embraced eugenics directly, it belonged to a
Progressive landscape rife with institutions that did. See also Miroslava Chavez-Garcia, States of Delinquency: Race
and Science in the Making of California’s Juvenile Justice System (Berkeley: University of California Press, 2012);
Thomas C. Leonard, Illiberal Reformers: Race, Eugenics, and American Economics in the Progressive Era
(Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2016); Natalia Molina, Fit to Be Citizens? Public Health and Race in Los
Angeles, 1879-1939 (Berkeley: University of California Press, 2006).

8 Gretchen Long Tuthill, “A Study of the Japanese in the City of Los Angeles” (MA thesis, University of Southern
California, 1924), 90. The IILA hired Tuthill as its casework supervisor following her graduation in 1924. Between
1920 and 1940, Bogardus’s students cross-referenced the IILA in theses investigating Armenian, Japanese, Greek,
and Russian immigrant communities in Los Angeles, as well as studies of Americanization and female delinquency.
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The ITLA expanded its educational footprint during the 1920s. Under the leadership of Barnwell
and her successors, Institute reformers traveled to schools, conferences, and other philanthropic
associations across the state to promote their philosophy and methods of immigrant education.
Social worker Elsie D. Newton became the new executive secretary in 1919, and her three-
decade tenure marked a period of increased visibility, financial stability, and organizational
maturity.

Organizational Development, 1924-1941

At the YWCA'’s annual meeting in January 1925, General Secretary Charlotte Davis announced
that the organization would embark upon a new chapter of urban growth. Though the YWCA
had amassed a modest set of properties in its first three decades, Davis’s vision revealed new
ambition for the organization’s physical presence in Los Angeles. To fashion the hearts and
minds of modern women, the YWCA and its affiliates first had to construct a landscape that

represented their values to the city at large. Their civic image balanced a respect for tradition
with the optimism of an expansionist future. In her address, Davis emphasized the organization’s
responsibility to infuse its material footprint with its most cherished values, including friendship,
service, and moral domesticity.*

The YWCA'’s efforts to secure the Boyle Avenue property and build the new Institute
headquarters marked a significant milestone in the agency’s development. With support from a
board member, the YWCA purchased the one-acre site in a section of Boyle Heights known as
Hollenbeck Heights in January 1924.>° The board approved the relocation of a small craftsman
house to the hillside property the following month, and some additional occupancy
improvements put the buildings in near-continual use for meetings and social events by the end
of the year.’! Though the transaction occurred “almost entirely on faith,” the stability of a
permanent home allowed the IILA to flourish, even as the YWCA faced bursting demands and
increased financial hardships with the onset of the Depression.>?

Fundraising for the mortgage and building costs remained a constant source of pressure. In its
solicitations, the Institute championed the generosity of its members and their personal
investments in the community’s future, including one young woman from Mexico who
reportedly told staff: “You know I am not earning very much, but I am going to give a dollar a
month until that property is paid for.”>?

49 Charlotte Davis, “Annual Report for Year 1924,” 1, Box 1, Folder 17, YWCA of Los Angeles Collection.

30 “Board of Directors Meeting Minutes, January 24, 1924, Box 4, Folder 21, YWCA of Los Angeles Collection.

31 “Board of Directors Meeting Minutes, December 11, 1924,” Box 4, Folder 22, YWCA of Los Angeles Collection.
32 Frederickson, “Good Citizens Made of Aliens.” See also “Report from Edith N. Stanton, General Secretary, Los
Angeles, June 15, 1930 to June 1, 1935,” Box 3, Folder 2, YWCA of Los Angeles Collection.

33 “International Institute of the Young Women’s Christian Association, 1924,” Box 10, Folder 27, YWCA of Los
Angeles Collection.
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Mexican women were the third largest group represented at the Institute at this time (16% of
total membership), following Japanese women (34%) and Russian women (22%) and slightly
ahead of Armenian women (15%).>* Many of the Institute’s Japanese clients were so-called
“picture brides,” women who immigrated to the U.S. for arranged marriages to single, male
Japanese laborers.> This practice enabled first-generation Japanese residents to begin families
and set down roots despite the restrictions of the Gentlemen’s Agreement. Revolutions,
economic conditions, and ethnic discrimination fueled ongoing migrations from Mexico and
Russia alike during these early decades. Similarly, immigration of Armenians from Turkey to the
U.S. accelerated after World War I in the wake of the Armenian Genocide of 1915 and ongoing
mass deportations, although the Immigration Act of 1924 curtailed those numbers.>°

Despite the fiscal challenges and tight quarters, the Institute continued to set new service records.
At its annual meeting in January 1930, the YWCA reported that the multilingual staff — including
nationality secretaries from Armenia, Japan, Mexico, Russia, and Yugoslavia — and a corps of
more than a hundred volunteers had conducted more than 11,000 calls and interviews with
clients representing twenty-eight nationalities during the previous calendar year.’” Nearly 500
women had enrolled in classes, and approximately 450 belonged to clubs. Overall, the agency
had reached more than 29,000 people. Hailing a successful year, the YWCA declared that the
Institute was fulfilling its promise of “promoting a better understanding between native and
foreign-born people,” introducing newcomers to American institutions, and encouraging
fellowship “in the spirit of justice and goodwill among peoples.”®

At a fundraising dinner in February 1931, the leadership announced plans to construct a new
administration building with support from several benefactors.’® Mrs. George H. Clark, longtime
chair of the YWCA'’s International Institute committee, oversaw the expansion, which the
organization entrusted to architects Sumner Spaulding and Walter I. Webber.®® Spaulding’s wife,

34 Ibid.

35 SurveyLA, Los Angeles Citywide Historic Context Statement: Japanese Americans in Los Angeles, 1869-1970,
21.

3% Anny Bakalian, Armenian-Americans: From Being to Feeling Armenian (New Brunswick, NJ: Transaction
Publishers, 1993), 10.

37« Annual Report of the Young Women’s Christian Association, January 31, 1930,” Box 1, Folder 18, YWCA of
Los Angeles Collection.

38 «“ Annual Report of the Young Women’s Christian Association, January 31, 1930,” Box 1, Folder 18, YWCA of
Los Angeles Collection.

39 “Building Fund Gifts Announced: International Institute Campaign Aid Disclosed at Dinner,” Los Angeles Times,
February 10, 1931. See also “Construction News: Club Building,” Southwest Builder and Contractor, February 13,
1931.

0 IILA documents refer to Mrs. Clark by her husband’s name, but her full name is listed as “Elysabeth Louise
Clark” in California and the Californians. The edited volume describes the Wisconsin-born mother, educator, and
reformer as one of the most effective promoters of “civic betterment” in early twentieth-century Los Angeles. Her
influence over the IILA during this period was second only to Newton’s. She was a member of over a dozen
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Pauline M. Spaulding, was a member of the YWCA Board of Directors and its International
Institute Committee.5!

At a cost of nearly $55,000, the Institute’s Spanish Colonial Revival building was a tribute to the
organization’s vow to fashion worthy citizens and model inter-group cooperation.®? The IILA
held an interfaith dedication ceremony in January 1932, which included performances by
Institute members. Elsie Newton led attendees in reciting a building dedication: “This house, the
gift of devoted and generous friends, designed with a deep understanding of our needs, reared by
skilled and willing hands, bringing its message of beauty, let us dedicate to the foreign-speaking
people of Los Angeles.”® She foretold a future in which the mothers and daughters of the IILA
would “rear” a model American society based on tolerance, patriotism, and friendship, regardless
of national origin. Here, group empathy would “grow from common work for the common
good.”

The new building enabled the Institute to expand many of its signature services and programs,
including the annual International Day festival. What began as a modest one-day exhibit in 1923
and grew to a two-day bazaar by the end of the decade, offering Institute members an
opportunity to showcase their traditional handicrafts, performing arts, costumes, and cuisines.®*
“We have the world within our gates,” proclaimed an Institute member in an article publicizing
the 1935 festival.> Advertisements in local newspapers followed a similar script each year,
featuring posed images of archetypical women displaying elements of their native cultures.

With time, community members’ outfits and presentations became more elaborate, part of a
growing spectacle of ethno-tourism in Los Angeles. In her study of Japanese Americans in Los
Angeles, historian Valerie J. Matsumoto writes of International Day: “On the one hand, such
performances can be viewed as an affirmation of immigrant ethnic culture. On the other hand,

organizations and commissions, including the Community Welfare Federation, the Daughters of the American
Revolution, the Los Angeles Board of Education, and the Southern California Society for Mental Hygiene. See
Rockwell Dennis Hunt, ed., California and Californians, vol. 4 (Chicago: The Lewis Publishing Company, 1926),
187-89.

61 “Board of Directors Meeting Minutes, June 25, 1931,” Box 5, Folder 3, YWCA of Los Angeles Collection.

62 «“Report from Edith N. Stanton, 1930-1935,” Box 3, Folder 2, YWCA of Los Angeles Collection.

63 “Dedication Service, January 17, 1932,” Box 10, Folder 27, YWCA of Los Angeles Collection.

% This type of folk culture pageantry was a popular strategy among International Institutes nationwide to model
alternatives to the material excesses of industrial cities and to invite native-born and second-generation Americans to
experience global cultures in their “original” forms. See Celeste DeRoche, “How Wide the Circle of We: Cultural
Pluralism and American Identity, 1910-1954,” PhD diss. (University of Maine, 2000), 76—84.

%5 “Romance from Far Places: Miniature World Tour for International Day,” October 9, 1935, Los Angeles Down
Town Shopping News, International Institute of Los Angeles.
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they also illustrate how the second-generation Japanese Americans were often “typecast” as
exotic and foreign, rather than recognized as homegrown Americans.”

The years following the construction of the IILA headquarters reflected a new coming-of-age for
the organization, prompting deep consideration of its mission, methods, and relationship to the
YWCA. After the St. Louis branch declared its independence in 1923, Newton and Clark joined
the twelve-member “Commission of Inquiry on the Place and Future of the International
Institutes,” which was charged with studying the viability of forming a separate national
organization.®’” Like many of its counterparts, the IILA proceeded with its separation slowly,
having enjoyed a mutually beneficial arrangement with the Y WCA since its founding. In 1935, a
joint committee representing both entities released a plan for amicably severing ties, recognizing
that the Institute “could be better understood and render a more effective piece of foreign
community service if it were an independent agency.”%®

Though the plan’s authors offered a number of justifications for the split, the decision rested on
three primary conditions: first, that the needs of immigrants in Los Angeles far outpaced the
IILA’s capacity as a subsidiary of a larger organization; second, that the YWCA’s espousal of
Social Gospel reform hindered outreach to non-Protestant immigrants; and third, that the IILA
increasingly sought to build its membership among men and boys.® The authors also noted the
growing geographic dispersal of the IILA’s clients beyond Boyle Heights. While they
emphasized the continued threats of health, exploitation, and delinquency among new arrivals,
they renewed their commitment to the education and assimilation of native-born children of
immigrants. Describing the IILA as a “hospitality center,” they listed among their goals a desire
to “make the second generation understand and appreciate the cultural background of their
parents” and to “provide an opportunity for girls to meet and associate with boys of the same
nationality in natural, wholesome social relationships.””°

During this transitional period, the IILA’s record of services remained strong, and the Times
reported that the agency assisted nearly 27,000 people from sixty-two countries in 1936. At the
same time, its experiment in multiracial community-making faced mounting pressures to
assimilate newcomers while facing a tumultuous world stage. By the late 1930s, local observers
pointed to the IILA as evidence of Los Angeles’s maturity as a cosmopolitan city and a haven of
democracy. For example, Timothy G. Turner, columnist and author of Turn off the Sunshine:
Tales of Los Angeles on the Wrong Side of the Tracks, praised the organization when he

% Valerie J. Matsumoto, City Girls: The Nisei Social World in Los Angeles, 1920-1950 (New York: Oxford
University Press, 2014).

%7 DeRoche, “How Wide the Circle of We,” 156-58.

68 «“Report and Recommendations from the Joint Committee of the Y.W.C.A. and the International Institute of Los
Angeles, 1935, 2, Box 10, Folder 32, YWCA of Los Angeles Collection.

 “Report and Recommendations,” 4-5, Box 10, Folder 32, YWCA of Los Angeles Collection.

70 «“Report and Recommendations,” Exhibit H, Box 10, Folder 32, YWCA of Los Angeles Collection.
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suggested (in highly romanticized terms) that no other metropolis could claim “less bad feeling
on the part of the foreigner to the native or prejudice by the native toward the foreigner.””! For
an outlet like the Times, then-known for its nativist and anti-labor views, the Institute’s ongoing
efforts to model worthy citizenship helped fortify the city’s strengths amid escalating economic
and political uncertainty.

On the eve of the 1940 International Festival, the Times ran several announcements inviting the
public to celebrate “the virile democracy of America” with representatives of more than forty
nations.’”? “While the rest of the world is warring, and many nations are losing their identity,” the
paper stressed, the International Institute offered local promises of peaceful exchange and global
cooperation.” The event paraded a cornucopia of foods, performances, and handicrafts as it had
in years past, but an overt spirit of patriotism displaced the scaffolding of sisterhood that had
once buttressed the festivities. “All hands were extended in the Flag salute as the participants
pledged their allegiance” to the American flag, the Times assured its readers.”

Organizational development, 1941-1945

The U.S. officially entered World War II after the Empire of Japan launched a surprise attack on
Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941. This event set “in motion a wave of anti-Japanese sentiment
in America that would ultimately disrespect, incarcerate, and economically devastate Japanese
American families and communities.””®> On February 18, 1942, President Franklin D. Roosevelt

issued Executive Order 9066, which authorized the exclusion of persons of Japanese ancestry
from prescribed military areas on the West Coast. One month later, the executive branch created
the War Relocation Authority (WRA), a civilian agency to implement E.O. 9066 and to oversee
the new concentration camps.

The International Institute, along with several other local organizations, protested the
incarceration mandate. As described in SurveyLA, IILA leaders “met with officials to persuade
them to stop the forced removal of persons of Japanese ancestry; their efforts were
unsuccessful.”’® Surviving records do not reveal how many of the IILA’s Japanese clients or
staff were incarcerated during the war, but they were likely among the 37,000 people exiled to
camps from Los Angeles County.

Organizational development, 1945-1952

"I Timothy G. Turner, “Los Angeles Area Forms New Cosmopolitan Center,” Los Angeles Times, August 1, 1937.
72 “Colorful Program Planned for Festival of All Nations,” Los Angeles Times, October 7, 1940.

73 “Institute Planning International Day,” Los Angeles Times, October 5, 1940.

74 «“American Flag Dominates Fete,” Los Angeles Times, October 12, 1940.

75 SurveyLA, Los Angeles Citywide Historic Context Statement: Japanese Americans in Los Angeles, 1869-1970,
50.

76 Ibid., 53.
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Like other International Institutes, the IILA contributed to Japanese American resettlement
efforts after the war. Though the federal government provided temporary housing to returning
residents in the Los Angeles area, the substandard trailers and barracks offered little
improvement to life in the camps themselves.”” In 1946, Rafit Shimpo reported that Mrs. Sumner
Spaulding was leading plans to create a “Referral Committee” at the Institute to “assist those
Japanese who are in need of information in regards to jobs, medical attention, legal counseling,
and welfare or housing.””® Local advocates envisioned the committee as a local successor to the
WRA, acting as a “clearing house of information” after the agency’s dissolution. The Institute
hired Alice Grube, a former Poston War Relocation Center social worker, to head the committee,
along with two Nisei social workers, Mrs. Chiyo Furukawa and Mrs. Tsuya Hori.” In August
1946, the Community Welfare Federation established a $6,000 emergency fund for the Institute
to assist with emergency housing; a committee of former internees and local officials oversaw
the fund.®°

Though providing basic services remained the Institute’s top priority during the resettlement
period, the Institute continued to support cultural activities after the war. In particular, the
organization opened its doors to Nisei clubs and social gatherings, believing that joint activities
would help create “better citizens for tomorrow.”8! Group work -- such as clubs, classes, dances,
and sports -- complemented the Institute’s casework program, which focused on family issues,
naturalization, employment, and housing. The IILA continued to host Japanese American clubs
at its Boyle Avenue headquarters into the 1960s and 1970s.%?

The postwar period also witnessed a change in leadership. After thirty-three years as Executive
Secretary, Elsie Newton retired from her post in 1952. Esther Bartlett -- longtime IILA Assistant
Executive and daughter of Progressive reformer Reverend Dana W. Bartlett -- succeeded her.
Newton remained an active volunteer and member of the Institute’s Board of Directors until her
death in 1965. Reflecting on the Institute’s growth under her leadership, the Times wrote: “Think
of the myriad trials and errors any person would have when starting life in a foreign country,
then picture the International Institute as the answer to all of them.”®3 In his posthumous tribute

77 Jean-Paul deGuzman, “Japanese American Resettlement in Postwar America: The Los Angeles Experience,” in
The Oxford Encyclopedia of Urban American History, ed. Timothy J. Gilfoyle, vol. 1 (New York: Oxford
University PRess, 2019), 762.

78 «“Referral Committee is Proposed to Aid Returnees,” Rafu Shimpo, April 19, 1946. Courtesy Kristen Hayashi.
79 «“Referral Staff Set to Assist Returnees,” Rafu Shimpo, June 29, 1946. Courtesy Kristen Hayashi.

80«22 Thousand Evacuees Back in L.A. County: 1000 Still Living in Hostels, 900 at Winona Camp,” Pacific
Citizen, August 10, 1946.

81 «Cite Services of International Institute,” Rafit Shimpo, October 11, 1946. Courtesy Kristen Hayashi.

82 SurveyLA, Japanese Americans in Los Angeles, 72

8 Norma H. Goodhue, “Elsie D. Newton Takes Leave of International Institute Post,” Los Angeles Times,
November 2, 1952.
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to the social worker, Dr. Emory S. Bogardus described her as “ever quick to sense the needs of
newcomers from other lands.”%

In addition to her support of Institute clients, Newton fostered a sense of community among the
organization’s all-female staff. For example, census records from 1930 and 1940 show that
Newton lived with her sister at 2461 Kenilworth Avenue in Silver Lake, where she rented rooms
to Institute social workers.®> The end of her tenure coincided with postwar demographic changes
in Boyle Heights, marking a shift in the organization’s founding Progressive ideas about cultural
pluralism and the neighborhood’s role as a multiracial point of entry.

Spanish Colonial Revival Architecture

The International Institute of Los Angeles represents a rare, intact example of Spanish Colonial
Revival architecture in Boyle Heights. According to SurveyL A, development in Boyle Heights
pre-dated the popularization of period revival styles in Los Angeles, though several extant
Mediterranean-inspired residential and religious buildings have been identified in the area.®¢

Spanish Colonial Revival replaced Mission Revival as a favored regional style after the 1915
Panama California Exposition in San Diego. Trade publications promoted designs indigenous to
Mexico and the Mediterranean to local architects and builders, stressing “the appropriateness of
Mediterranean form for a climate such as Southern California.”®” By 1920 -- a decade before the
construction of 435 S. Boyle Avenue -- the architectural style had become a ubiquitous part of
what writer Carey McWilliams would later term California’s Spanish “fantasy heritage.”?®
Middle- and upper-class white women, in particular, played a significant role in developing this
regional culture and memory. According to historian Phoebe (Kropp) Young:

Across the United States, women took on public roles in memory production: preserving
historic structures, artifacts, and sentiments became a proper avocation for active society
women of the late nineteenth century and Progressive Era, and these activities helped
create favorable constituencies for suffrage...This activity was not, however, a tide that
lifted all women regardless of race or class. In Southern California, as elsewhere, largely

8 Emory S. Bogardus, “A Tribute to Elsie Delight Newton,” International Institute of Los Angeles.

85 The 1930 census reveals that Esther Bartlett and Tsuya Tsukao Hori (Japanese Secretary) lived with Newton in
Silver Lake. Bartlett also appeared in the Newton household in the 1940 census.

8 SurveyLA, Boyle Heights Community Plan Area, 44.

87 SurveyLA, Los Angeles Citywide Historic Context Statement; Context: Architecture and Engineering, 1850-
1980; Theme: Mediterranean and Indigenous Revival Architecture, 1893-1948, 15.

88 Carey McWilliams, North from Mexico: The Spanish-Speaking People of the United States (New York:
Greenwood Press, 1968), 37.
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elite Anglo women were able to take advantage of the region’s Spanish past as a method
of increasing their stature.®

Between the 1910s and 1940s, the Spanish Colonial Revival appeared in residential, commercial,
industrial, and institutional settings in Los Angeles. Its structural flexibility -- with buildings
composed of assembled masses -- lent it to a variety of uses.”° Like other institutional examples
of the style, 435 S. Boyle Avenue featured wood-frame construction, horizontal massing, brick
masonry, and tilework, and its masses were organized around an entry patio and a central
courtyard.

The IILA’s courtyard played a significant role in the organization’s cultural activities and social
gatherings, including its annual International Day festival. To proponents of the Spanish past, the
enclosed space embodied the spirit of “romance, history, and tradition” in California’s built
environment.”! The IILA also rented this space to outside associations, including the American
Institute of Architects (AIA). In 1934, the AIA hosted a gala in the courtyard, which featured an
exhibition on Mexican architects as well as Mexican cuisine and entertainment. The Los Angeles
Times reported: “The patio setting [was] perfect [and] a sense of new prosperity [was] in the air,
topped off with the presence of gallant senor [sic] architects galore, senor consular officials and a

fancy array of nice senoras.”?

Webber & Spaulding

The International Institute of Los Angeles is significant for its association with the architectural
firm of Webber & Spaulding. Known for their residential work in Southern California, master
architects Sumner Spaulding and Walter I. Webber founded the firm of Webber and Spaulding in
1921. Limited biographic information exists on the early careers of both men. Webber (1864-
1943) lived in Pasadena at the start of his career, where he completed a number of independent
single-family and multi-family residential commissions. Spaulding (1892-1952) received his
undergraduate degree from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology in 1916 and trained as a
draftsman following his military service in World War 1. He became a licensed architect in 1921,
the same year he began his partnership with Webber, and continued his education in Europe in
the early 1920s.%3

8 Phoebe Kropp, California Vieja: Culture and Memory in a Modern American Place (Berkeley: University of
California Press, 2006), 11.

% SurveyLA, Mediterranean and Indigenous Revival Architecture, 25.

! Kropp quotes architect Elmer Grey’s espousal of patios and tiled courtyards in California Vieja, 167.

2 Alma Whitaker, “Sugar and Spice,” Los Angeles Times, September 19, 1934.

93 Tim Gregory, “Webber, Staunton & Spaulding: An Architectural Partnership,” The Building Biographer, 10
http://www.buildingbiographer.com/Website%20basic%20history%20example%20%201 2.pdf
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From 1923 to 1928, the pair partnered with William Field Staunton, Jr. under the joint venture of
Webber, Staunton & Spaulding before returning to a two-person partnership after Staunton’s
departure. During their years with Staunton, Spaulding and Webber completed some of their
most acclaimed commissions, including the 1924 Malaga Cove Plaza in Palos Verdes; the 1927
“Greenacres” estate for silent film star Harold Lloyd (HCM #279); and the 1928 Avalon Casino
on Catalina Island.** In addition to numerous private residences, they also designed at least one
institutional facility during this period: St. Lawrence of Brindisi Parish Catholic School in 1924
(10122 Compton Ave; original school building not extant).”>

According to historian Tim Gregory:

In 1925, the Pacific Coast Architect magazine characterized the partnership’s work as
“restrained, thoughtful, and yet far from being commonplace or stereotyped.” They were
praised for avoiding the “picturesque and bizarre” that was all the rage in the age of the
flapper. Webber and his associates carefully studied all the conditions and requirements
of the site and the client and expressed them in a direct and simple structure.
Emphasizing proportion, balance, and solidity, their houses still managed a good use of
the texture and color of the building materials that were available.”®

Records are unclear as to when Webber and Spaulding parted ways. Webber is believed to have
retired in the early 1930s, making 435 S. Boyle Avenue one of the firm’s final projects. After
Webber’s death and the end of World War II, Spaulding took on a wider range of civic and
institutional projects, including schools, hospitals, and housing projects. From 1937 to 1943, he
chaired a committee of the AIA tasked with designing the Los Angeles Civic Center and
contributed to John C. Austin’s master plan for the Los Angeles Municipal Airport from 1940 to
1941. He was named a Fellow of the AIA and served as head of its Slum Clearance and Urban
Redevelopment Committee and as president of its Southern California Chapter. Other
professional affiliations included the Community Welfare Federation of Los Angeles, the
American Society of Planning Officials, the National Housing Conference, and the California
Housing and Planning Association. He continued to design residential properties during this
period, including Case Study House #2 in Pasadena (with John Rex in 1947). He also lectured at
the University of Southern California (beginning in 1923) and Scripps College.’’

%4 For a list of key projects, see David Gebhard and Robert Winter, An Architectural Guidebook to Los Angeles (Salt
Lake City: Gibbs Smith Publisher, 2003).

%5 St. Lawrence of Brindisi Catholic School, “School History,” accessed August 6, 2019,
http://www.stlawrencebrindisi.com/about/school-history/.

% Gregory, 11.

97 Gregory, 12. See also Deborah Howell-Ardila, ““Writing Our Own Program”: The USC Experiment in Modern
Architectural Pedagogy, 1930 to 1960,” Master’s Thesis (University of Southern California, 2010), 2.
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Admirable.

Y.W.CA WORK
FOR INCOMERS. 7% ' . ‘

Will Open Office Tomorrow
in Forcign Quarter.

Helping Many Lowly and
Helpless Women. -

Camp Fire Girls Take Active
Part in Movement.

The progress of the immigration de-
partment of the Y ,W.C.A.. since Ita
organization here less than a Yyear
ago, has heen remarkable. No bettor
proof could be desired than the an-
nouncement that tho work has become
80 extensive that larger and addition-
gl quarters are needed by the depart-
ment, and tomorrow will mark the
opening of its new offices at No. 116%
Commercinl street.

Many of the most sincere workern‘
of the Y.W.C.A. are identified with
the immigration department, and
thelr offorts for the upbuilding of this
dranch of the assoclation's duties have ‘
Deen untiring. They are confining
their labors chiefly to the Russlan col-
ony, but are planning to Include also
the poor and uneducated of other na-
tionalities.

The work s along protective, edu-
oational and social lines. More than
800 foreign women came to Los An-
geles last year to live, and the num-
ber is rapldly increasing. While the
leaders of the immigration depart-
ment are supposed to work only
among the girla and women, they
often are compelled to look after the
welfare of men and boys, which great-
ly increases their labors. !

OBSTACLE MET,

When thoe work was started the
Y.W.C.A. members faced & most dif-
ficult problem, inasmuch as the for-
elgn women were disposed to have no
confldence in American women. This
was overcome when the assoclation
secured the services of Mrs. Francls
Jouronsky, in whom the Russian
women have implicit faith. Mrs.
Jouronsky haa been a tireless worker
and through her the department has
been able to accomplish a great deal.

Miss Sue D. Barnwell is the ac-
tive secretary of the department. She
devotes her entire time to the work
and is doing a world of good among
the lowly women. Other women of
Southern California who are taking
an active interest in the work are
Mrs. John Coffin, who {s chairman of
the board of directors; Mrs, W, B,
Horn, Mrs. W, W. Mills, Mrs, H. B,
Yacoub, Mrs. Theodore Smith, Mrs.
Charles Lippincott, Mre. Murry Har-
ris, Mrs. George Clark, Mrs. B, D.
Paton, Mrs. O. C. Albertson, Mra.
Harold Sunday, Mrs. Willlam Bgazee
and the Misses Retta Cook, 1a
Lounsberry, Lilllan Van Dyke, Laura

McVey, Myrtle Godfrey, = Mary Y.W.C.A. immigration department activities.
Schwartzer and Catherine Mliltmore. Above is a camp-ire scene interpreted by the guardian, Miss Myrtle Godfrey,
CAMP FIRE GIRLS. and four of her pupils, Sadle Lickerman, Rose Goodman, Sadie Harrls and
One of the interesting divisions of Esther Schippes. Below, a group of Russian women and children wiﬁh
the immigration department s an or- gome of the leading workers of the Y.W.C.A. gathered in tront of the
ganization known as the Camp Flre International Institute on South Utah street.

Girls. There are several camps in the
aasoclation, one of the most progres-
slve belng the “Toowhaydeh.” Miss
Myrtlo Godfrey is the guardian of the
camp, which has 2 membershlp of
about twenty girls, ranging in age
from 12 to 13 years. The object of
the Camp Fire Girls is to teach the
young girls of a community how to
become useful citizens; how to protect
thelr health and how to be of help In
thoir homes. Some of the command-
ments of the organization are as fol-
lows: Seek beauty; give service; pur-
sue knowledge; be trustworthy; hold
on to health; glority work: be hdppy.

The organization is international,
with camp fires in practically all of
the large clties in the United States
and many in foreign countries. Head-
quarters are in New York City. Among
the women of national fame connected
with the organization are Miss Jane
Addams, Miss Ida Tarbell, Mrs. Ella
Flagg Young. Judge Ben Lindsey of
Denver {s on the board of directors.

The guardian and each member of
a camp fire wears Indian garb at all
meetings, making an imposing plcture.
At the meeting last Friday Miss God-
frey and four of the Toowhaydeh
members gave & number of interpre-
tations of difficult insignia of the or-
ganization. One in which they were
particularly impressive was the inter-
protation of a camp fire song entitled
‘“Burn, Fire, Burn.” Assisting Miss
Godfrey were Badie Lisherman, Rose
Goodman, Badie Harris and Esther
Schippes.
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NEW HOME FOR
MELTING POT.

Worl: for Forcign Women of
. the City Centralized.

.

Twelve-room Building to be

Dcvoted to Uplift.
b X

Making of Worthy American §

Citizens is Purpose.

The Tnternational Tnetitute of Los
Angeles—the branch of work carried
on by the Young Women’s Christian
Associntion for training and adjusting
forelgn women and girla to American
life and ldeals—has grown to such
proportions that a*long step In ad-
vance s just belng made. The In-
stitute I8 to have a now home, with
facilities at hand for constderably in~
creasing tho scope of its work,

For some months past the worlk
among forelgn glrls and women has
been carried on,ut two branches—aone
on Commerciul street, where the ma-’

LosI/IAEr’lga es Times (1886-1922); Dec 20, 1915; ProQuest Historical Newspapers: Los Angeles Times

Russians, However, tho work Is
gpreading to practically all the for-
olgn settlements, and the work of
household visitors haa Inspired a4 pere
sonal ,confldence that 15 drawing In
many new persons There ure mothe: 8’
clubs, girly’ clubs and ciuba for more
matured voung women of tha varlous
nationelities, ’

Classes In English have been es-
tablished for the girls, and through
these many mothers are reached. The
girls® and’ the women are glven
practicnl Instruction in home-making,
sanitntion and marketing. Bach girl's
personal condition, her work, her
problems and her ldeals aro studled,
and counsel {s given

The importance of this work iz de-
clared to be {ndicatgd by the fact that
while the immigration to the Unltcd
States has fallen off from 60 to 75
er cent. in the lnst fesv months, as
agninst that of the previous year, Call-
fornia’s quotn has decrensed only
about 30 per cent. There {8 a con-
atant stream of the forelgn element
finding its wany Into Los Ange.»s to
he assimiloted and given the proper
fdenls of American life,
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titute of Los Angeles,

at No. 1315 Pleasant avenue, and one
It 1s now to'be used to house the work

of the Y.W.C.A. among the immigrant women and girls.

Jor portlon of the attendants have
been Itallans, and the other on Utah
street, In the heart of the Russlan col-
ony.

Such notable results have been
achieved through the systematlc work
carried on at these branches, and In!|
other channels where the workers|
come Into direct contact with the]
feminine forelgn life of Los Angeles,
that it became appnrent some time
ago a centralized work was o neces-
sity.

Managers were delighted when In
the scarch for a suitable location,
made by friends, they discovered they
could secure for a very reasonable
rental the twelve-room building at No.
1315 Pleasants avenue—formerly the
home of S C. HHubbell, and before
that, known as the old W H Perry
resfdence. This property is considered
fdeal for the purpose to which it will
be devoted .

FURBISHING UP

The prablem of putting It Into
proper condition for the International
Institute was soon solved by varlous:
firms and indlviduals offering to take;
care of the repainting and repapering !
of the rooms. This work s In prog-
ress, and will be completed early this:
week. i

The bullding fs located well back:
from the street. with a wide expanse
of lawn and gardens, and a palm ave-
nue that has {(been “kodaked” by
thousands of tourists, Formerly thls
was one of the show places of the:
city. But with the expansinon of Los
Angeles, {t has heconme really a center
around which there are colonles of
many nationalitirs, Within easy walk-
ing distance, practically every large
forelgn colony of the city is located

The formal opening of the new
quarters wil] be next Monday. when a
Christmas party will be given for the
children. Three hundred little ones
3xdll be entertained  After that will
follow many nffalrs tending to make
the new quarters thoroughly famillar
to the girls and woinen of the foreign
settlements,

The vision before the committee In
charge of thts special work s that
the International Tnstitute may be-
come known to every forelgn woman
and rirl of thls city as a place where
she may find lived the Ideal of Ameri-
can life—a friendly place. a place of
Justice and a gateway to advantages
which this country has to offer In
the great work of assimilating foretgn
elements,

The place is termed an {nstitute be-
cause this word la familiar to the
forelgn women in each of the four
citles of the United States where there
are great Immicration headquarters

NEW YEAR'S PARTY.

The next bix event for the new In-
stitute after the Christmas entertaln-
ment will be the New Years recep-
tion, the afternoon nnd evening of New
Year's Day. Miss Tda Lindley is chair-
man of the Immigration Committee
and Miss Sue D. Barnwell of the Im-
migration Socliety. They will havs
charge of the arrsngements for this
reception.

Alout 400 girls and women are.
reached directly by the work bdeing!
carried en through this institute. The
large number of these are Itallans and
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SEEK FUND FOR
AMERICANIZING

International Institute of the
Y.W.C.A. Makes Appeal.

Thirty Nationalities Embraced
in Social Center Here.

Campaign Ends on Tuesdoy;
Large Sum Lacking.

Americanizing the foreign part
of our population i3 the work of the
International Inatitute of the Young
Women's Christian Association for
the carrying on of which amoung
the foreign-speiking pople of Lo
Angeles a part of the §60,000 of
campaign funds now being sought
by the YW C A.. will be used

Under the direction of Miss Rena

Cathcart, acting immigration sec-
retary of the association, the In-
ternational Insatitute, located at

1315 Pleasant sireet, forms a social
center for some thirty nationalities.
The troubles and perplexities ot
these forelgn-speaking women and
girls are readlly unfolded, and
thus they are alded, since thirteen
different languages are spoken by
the women workers of the Institute.

Not only is the institute the so-
cial center for these women and
#irls, but effective work is done
among them in the way of educa-
tion and Americanization. Classes
in sewing, In cooking, and, most
important of gll, classes in Linglish,
are conducted there. with the pur-
pose of making these women etli-
cient and able to meet their Ameri-
can neighbors on an equal basis.

The classes in English are being
conducted in native groups, with a
teacher speaking their languoge in
charge. In the Mexican-English
class one of the picturesque puplls
is Mrs. Francisca Caldera, who has
passed the three-score-and-ten mile-
post of life. She is. however, one
of the most eager students of the
English Ianguage and 2lready Is
quite at home with her English
text-books

In its campalgn, the YW C A, has
yot something lke $30,000 to se-
cure, and only two days in which
to accomplish this task. TYesterday
the report fell slightly below that
averaged in the campalsn to date,
snd the mnree af necessity heas

~wrred the women to a greater ef-

fort for tomorrow and ‘Tuesday.
Citizens of Los Angeles, who have
not been called upon and who de-
sire to afd In the humanitarian
programme are requested elther to
send In their checks direct or call
the Y. W C.A. and give thelr names
and addresses so that thelr sub-
scriptions mav be obtained by one
of the team workers,

Mrs C H. Dick led her team In-
to first place again vesterdav Te-
porting ] total subscription for the
dav of $285. JMiss Albertn Newton
won second honors with $207.75.

Los Angeles Times (1886-1922); Mar 23, 1919; ProQuest Historical Newspapers: Los Angeles Times
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Mrs. Francisca Caldera,

And Nang, the little Mexican orphan
for whom she is caring. .
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Many. Nations Aid in Y. W.C.A. Drive for Service Fund.

N
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The others are:
. Kokerls, Greek; Lola Miranda, Mexican, and Alko Ka

SUVASS
Mrs. W. A. Moses, Campaign Executive, Assigning Alien Team Workers,

Mary Amerikanian, ArmeMan: Eleanor Chan, Chinese; Olga Metchkoff, Russian; Eustathla

mayatsuy, Japanese.

(FOR WHIRLWIND “Y” FINISH.

| Representing &ix different natlon.

‘a“tles, aix g!ris yesterday entered
the Y.W.C.A. campaign to do their
share in raising the $100,000 needed
for the association’s service work
during the current year. These six
'girls, who are from the Interna-
tional Institute, the Y.W.CA's Am-
ericanization branch, will carry the
assoclation’s campalgn into the do-
‘main of their people, the Armen-
inns, Chinese, Russians, Grecks,
Mexicans and Japanese,

Attired {n their native costumes,
this unique sextette of little team
workers enlisted in the campsign's

'of $443F subscriptions to the $100.-
000 fund, bringing the grand toral
for the campalign to date, to $48,17%.
This is sosera) thousand dollars un-
der the schedule, and this means
that the campalgn workers will haia
to gather thelr energles for A great
whiriwind finish, during the next
few days.

To carry the campalgn to a sue-
cesstul flnish, it Is earnestly urgea
by the ecampalgn committee that
more volunteer workers proffer thelr
services for the remaining days,

It is further requested by the
campalgn committes that eastern
tourists co-operate In the campaign

rending fn voluntary donations.
Yesterday's winning  campalgn

il

|y
]

cause, through Mrn W. A. MoueS.,teams were 8 and 16, captained, re-
chairman of the Campalgn EXeC-ighactively, by Mrs. J. G, Warren
utlve Committer, and to each wa% ,n4 Miss Josephine Haldeman. The
given cards @pon which they williformer tenm reported $490 for the
entoll the names of their prorpects. | q,v, and the team led by Miss Hal-

At yesterday’s mid-day luncheon,|!geman, turned In  subscripdons
the team workers turned in a totad]arounting to $283.
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'UNITS IN GREAT MELTING POT

Linguist Would Find Exercise Here

Representatives of Many Lands

Among those on the program of the International Institute of the Young
Women's Chrlstian Association were, left to right, Henrletta Bermudez,
Mexico; Xenla Yacooleff, Russla, and Zaruhi Emlassian, Armenia.

RAND-opera singers speak many

. g tongues, but even Galll-Curct
“would falter if requested to
speek a few polite phrases In turn
to every member of the Interna-
tional Institute of the Young Wom.

en's Christlan Assoclation—especially
if the request came in the course of
an all-nat{ons’ program such as was
conducted at 435 South Boyle ave-
nue.

Whlle almost every civilized natlon
on the face of the globe was repre-
sented on the program, even more
remarkable was  the “melting-pot"
fact that & majority of those partict«
pating are American citizens - by
birth or naturalizatfon.

A glance at the names on the pro.
gram tells the story. Miss Thil Rolr,
conirelto, sang & group of Swiss
songs. A Greek minuet wes present-
ed by Miss Jane B, Kallonzes. and
Anthony Antonfo. Misses Suzanne
and Inez Bonales und Henrletta Ber-
mudez gave a Mexican dance.

' Among the others who took part in
the program of international enter-
talnment were Miss Madeline Arche
inard, French; Miss Xenia Yacooleft,
Hungarien; Miss Zeruhi Emlnssian,
Armenian; Miss Clalre Gincomone,
French, ana Robert Kuwahara, Japa-
nese.

- According to offclals, the purposs
of the international institute is to
promote & better understanding and
a greater sympathy between native
and foreign-born persons and to_ atd
them in becoming adjusted to Amer-
lca and her institutions,

ALUMNI TO HOLD
“OLD CRAD” RALLY

Annual class meetings and an - “old
grad" relly for the ‘Trojan-Notre
Notre Dame football game will fea-
ture the meeting of the Alumn! Asso-
clatlon of the University of Southern
Callfornia in Bovard Aud!torium
uext Saturday morning. All classes
‘hat have heen graduated since 1884
will have speclal sections reserved.
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INSTITUTE
WORKERS
‘CONVENE

—————
 Y.M.C.4. Organization’s
Social Activities Given in
Secretaries’ Reports

| College professors, soclety women,
‘club leaders, soclal workers, students
24 foreign problems, Japsness and
Americon college girls and representa-
| tives of several nationalities attended
'the luncheon and snnusl meeting,
ot the International Institute of the
‘Young Women’s Christlan Assoctation
held at the headquarters of the in-
stitute {n .Boyle avenue. !

Mrs. George Herbert Clark of the
Clty Board of Education, president
of the institute, was in charge and
tntroduced the secretaries of the va-
rious natfonalities as well as Dr.
Emory F. Bogardus, in charge of the
social work department of the Uni-.
versity of Southern Cslifornia. Dr,
Lloyd C. Douglas of the first Con-
gregational Church gave a short talk,

Reports of the various secretaries
were given, showing that the work
of the secretnries and the institute
has touched 24,000 persons during
the year and the workers have been
enlled upon to render a great varlety
of services.

Miss [Esther Bartlett reported
work among the girls and women of
the more than half & hundred clubs
mothered by the organization. There
was much spplause when e gift of
850.000 was announced to have been
donated by Mrs. Walter Fisher.
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BUILDING FUND GIFTS -ANNOUNCED

International Institute Campaign Aid Disclosed at Dinner

‘ /{ Fgag—
Upprre Tt | Hf. LB

B “League of Nations” in Los Angeles . . -
Fair representatives of Armenia, Switzerland, Russia, Greece, Mexico and Japan, at Y.W.C.A, service bureau
. for foreign-speaking folk, pen their respective names and names of thelr countries, in the writing of their
native lands and in English.

NNOUNCEMENT of contribu-

tions of $10,000 from Mrs.

Walter H. Fisher and $5000
{frofn Mr, and Mrs. Wayne H. Fish-
er toward a fund for the erection
of an administration building for
the International Institute was
made by Mrs. George Herbert Clark,
chairman of the institutey at -the
annual dinner of the organization
yesterday at 435 South Boyle ave-
nue. Another substantial donation
to the building fund will be made
soon by Miss Madeline F. Wills,
Mrs. Clark announced. .

The new building, to be erected
on the site of the present structure,
will cost between $30,000 and $30,-
000, and will contain, in addition to
an auditorium, adequate office
rocoms and dormitories for the heads
of the various departments of the
institute. The building now used
probably will be removed to the
rear. . -

Waitresses representing sixteen
nationalities yesterday served the
Juncheon, which included delectable
dishes prepared by Russians,
Greeks, Mexicans, Italians, Japa-
nese, Turks and chefs of other na-
tionalities.

In her annual report Miss Elsie
D. Newton, executive secretary of:
the international staff, sald that
within the last year thousands -of
persons from forty-six countries
have been aided through the
activities of the institute and that
thirty-eight clubs, composed of for-
eign-horn girls, are functioning un-
.der its auspices.

The International Institute,
which is a member of the Commu-
 nity Chest, is a service burcau for
' foreign-speaking persons and oper-
ates .as a branch of the Young
Women's Christian Association.
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FOREIGN FOLK DANCES
RETAUGHT TO CHILDREN

International Institute Keeps Alive Traditions . of
Other Nations i in Play and Pageant Activity '

BY MARY MAYER
Native folk dances of foreigners in Los Angeles are not to fade away
into oblivion. Youthful Japanese maidens can, at a moment's notice,
launch into & rhythmical tap dance, and dark-eyed senoritas put the most
ardent American acrobatic dancers to shameé. But these same vaime
ladies are not going to forget the quaint turns of their foretathers'
-acountries.

There is, at the present time, an
organization which, through its
work, is instilling the age-old folk
dances of the various nations into
the youth of those -countries—

youth inclined to look down on such
things in its eager endeavor to be-
come thoroughly American.

INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTR
- This organization ig the Internae
tional Institute for Foreign-Speak-
ing People, a branch of the
Y.W.CA. The international insti-
tute was formed as a service and
Information center for {foreigne
speaking people and to promote &
better understanding and greater
sympathy between native and for-
eign-born people. Its alm is also to
help the foreign-born hecome ad-
Justed to America and her institu-
tions and share in her growth and
development. The folk-dancing e
simply an incidental activity introe
duced into the play of the groups.
1t is, however, fllling a decided need,
that of keeping alive the traditions
and customs of the forelgner, pass-
ing it down to youth and, in so
doing, enricmng the scope for artis-
tic and historical research in Lo#
Angeles,

A recent demonstration of the
work being done by the lnatimh‘
was presented a few weeks ago a8
Polytechnic High School, where &
pageant, celebrating the fiftieth ane
niversary of the founding of the
Girl Reserves, was produced. The.
international institute, on this ooc=
casion, presented several of ita
groups in native dances and musical
numbers. Japan, Russia, Mexico
and numerous other countries were
represented in a variety of authene
tic numbers,

OWN DANCES AMUSE

“The children are typically Amers
{can,” Miss Elsle D. Newton, exsoe
utive secretary of the organization,
explained. ‘“The Japanese girls wers
particularly amused at their native.
dances. They giggled and Iaughed@
at the various formations. Now
they are clamoring for more.”

There are forty-six nationalities
served at the international instie
tute, according to Miss Newton.
Secretaries maintained include Rus-
stan, Armenian, Mexican, Swiss and
Japanese. Names of various experts
on dances, music and customs of
the various nations are kept on file
and these experts are called to aid
in the presentation of pageants and
other entertainments.

An International Day is the out-
standing event of the year at the
institute. The entertalnment be-
gins in the morning and lasis
through the entire day and evening.
At thi stime, entertainment type
ical of all nations is presented.
The dedication of the new Instie
tute Bullding, to be held shortly
after the first of the year, has also
scheduled & program of dances rep-
resenting all nations,
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Foreign-Speaking Institute Members to Participate in International Day Saturday

HOSPITALITY CENTER TO BE SCENE

Above are shown groups -of prominent women, members of the
International Institute for Foreign Speaking People, who will
be participants in International Day next Saturday at the
Hospitality Center. In the upper left picture are shown (left
to right,) Miss Marie Pilibossian, Armenian; Mrs. N."T. Girago,
Russian: Miss Tsuyatsokao, Japanese; Miss Gertrude Sutter,
Swiss; Miss Constance Flick, Polish; Miss Lidia Romero, Mexi~
can. Nine nations are represented in the group at the right.
Below are Russian costumes, displayed by Mme. Sonia Bruns-
moan and Mme. Tamara Laub,
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| “Sugar and Spice

BY ALMA WBITAKER

You are somebody in particular
when the Amenican ' Institute of
Architects give you. a “fellowship,”
so David Witmer, who received one
at the celebrations this week may
be excused from waxing emotional.
He said that architects are =so
strong in fellowshin that thev “live
together, work together and, if
necessary, die together.”

It was a gay affair, held at In-
ternational House, together with
an exhibition of the work of Mexi-
can architects, a Mexican dinner
and that jaunty Aria’s troupe to
make the patio setting perfect. A
sense of new prosperity in the air,
topped off with the presence of gal-
lan$ senor architects galore, senor
consular officials'and -a fancy array
of nice senoras, both Mexican and
American. The dancing was better
than the speeches.

American’ senoras were ~ agrecd
that Senor Manuel Aguila of the
Mexican consulate; . Senor Victor
Pesquiera, chancellor, (it seems a
Mexican chancellor’s job is mainly
helping “poor things;”) Senor Her-
berto Rodriguez, nephew. of Mex-
ico's President: and ' commercial
agent here, and Senor Francisco
Alatorré of Mexico’s National Rail-
ways are all exceptionally charming
men. Wonder . which  American
men the Mexican senoras picked?

Architects’: wives, : like doctors’
wives, concentrate - on  boosting
their spouses.’ Thus’ one will whis-
per that Sumner Spaulding designed
Harold Lloyd's home; that Richard
J. Neutra designed  Anna .Sten’s

Calorie Charts -
to I'mprove.Diet,

1¢ you'd care to -mieasure” your
_foods according to ‘their ;a.lorxc
value, take notice'

‘The 'I‘lmes Womens Service ’

Bureau has ' just completed a
chart giving the number of calo- -
ries of most everything you could
possibly . eaf.” . Fruits, meats,
breads- and vegetables are but a
‘few  of the, items'so valued.
- Write for thls descriptive ‘chart
‘and , balance your’ diet accord-
ingly.

Your copy of the leaﬂet will be
forwarded to,ycu promptly upon
receipt of your name, address and
a 3-cent stamp, Do not send a
stamped envelope. The leaflet

" also may be obtained for 1 cent
by cal.iag at the Service Bureau
on the first floor of The Times.
Building, 100 North Broadway,
Los Angeles, Cal. .

house; that Hugo Ballin is doing
2]l the murals for the Planetarium,
and has such chefs d'oeuvres to his
credit as the murals in the mnew
Times Building, the Jewish Temple,
the County Hospital, et al.

Lancer Widely
Read in Mexico

Every nice Mexican senor I met
assured me that Harry Carr is read
avidly in Mexicar newspapers,
where his articles are reprinted.
Harry owes me something for the
excited interest T maintained inthe
subject throughout the evening,

Figrence Schmidt was escorted
by A. M, Edelman, I hear he is one
of four bachelor brothers, capably
chaperoned by a sister with whom
they reside.

Louise and Florence Schmidt run
the Architects’ Exhibit Building and
sort of god-mother the profession,

One lone woman architect graced
the affair, Lillian Rice, responsible
for the famous Santa Fe Rancho
near San Diego.
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COSMOPOLITAN LOS ANGELES...uany Races

NATIONS OF WORLD FIND HAVEN IN SOUTHLAND

native attire of their hoinelands. Represented from
left to right are ltaly, France, Czechoslovakia, Philip-
pine Islands and China.

Yes, East is East and West is West—but the twain meets
in cosmopolitan Los Angeles. Witness here five voung

women meeting at the International Institute in the Times phota

L0S ANGELES AREA FORMS
NEW COSMOPOLITAN CENTER

’\ This is the first of a series:
‘of articles to appear each Sun- |

idoy in The Times on .the for-|
leign colonies of Los Angeles.

BY TIMOTHY G. TURNER

The cosmopolitanizm of Los'
Angeles is not Uenexal]}' realized
Yet this is a unique and impor-
tant racial melting pot.

Most people think Los Angeles
is predominantly composed of
Anglo-Saxorf Americans from the
Eastern United States with large
Latin. American and Asiatic col-
onies. - That view is largely in
error. i
. The last census, taken in 1930,
which' indicates the present pro-
portions pretty well, showed that
in Los Angeles county, which
comprises the Los -Angeles met-
ropolitan district, there are about
as many foreignérs- as native
Americans, . The native white
American population was stated
at 1,200,000 and the foreign popu-
lation at 1,000,000.

FIGURES AR]{IT!HRY

The census figures, however,
are arrived at arbitrarily. A per-
son is classed as foreign if he had
foreign-born. parents, even one

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner.

foreign-horn pment This he1

often is to an extent culturally.
The common opinion that|

there are many Latin Americans

lin Los Angeles. is correct, the
Mexican colony being far and
away the largest. But of Japa-
nese, Chinese and Filipinos there
are relatively few. The most ex-
tensive Asiatic colony is Japa-
‘nese, but there are more Ger-
mans than Japanese, also more
Canadians, many of them French
Canadians,
ERROR EXPLAINED

The reason for this misconcep-
tion is that one immediately rec-
ognizes an Asiatic, but doesn't
recognize a German or a Swede
unless one hears him speak.

This is a unique urban melt-
ing pot in many ways. ' For one
the decentralized character of
Los Angeles' makes for inter-
change of: social customs. The
very poorest of immigrants are
not shut up in tenements.

There are no tenements in L.os
Angeles. 'There are miles and
miles of small houses, some only
of two rooms, but surrounded by
yard with light and air. Immi-
grants of rural origin can grow

Turn to Page 2, Column 5
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|
City Becomes
Cosmopolitan

Los Angeles Grows.
More and More
a World Melting P_of

~

(‘O'mmu-d from First Pngo ]

things. . One meets one’s nelgh
' bors. The p'uk<; and playgrounds
\and schools soon apply the cul
ture of the new land to the- chil-
dren and young. people.
{ “Americanization” in the sense
that word was used after the
&Wor]d War is hardly necessary.
The language and social customs
of the countries of origin are not
dropped, sometimes they’ ‘are car-
ried on into new generations, but
probably there iq no large city
in the world where there exists
less had feeling on the part of
the foreigner to the native or
prejudice by the native toward
the forelgner :
TOLERANCE PRESENT
| That is due not only to the
ph_vsical characteristics of Los
:,\ngeles but to that tolerance and
' gond nature characteristic of the
- American West, ' It has been ac-
complishéd with few uplift and
propaganda programs, perhaps in
some ways in spite of them.
There are, however, some or-
ganized efforts toward under
standing that have. done good.
The l.os Angeles Chamber ol
Commerce entertains visiting na-
tionals of the local colonies, ex-
changes data with the business
associations of ‘the colonies and
with the foreign consuls. The
local consular corps has its own
association which has periodic
cinners. The Los Angeles coun-
ty Sheriff’s department has a for-
eign relations department to
make for understanding of law
and to prevent things that might
cause hitter racial feeling.
COURTHESIES TOLD

. The police department cnter-
| tains visiting nolice officials from
Mexico, engages in international
pistol shoots. The International
Institute over on the east side
of the river works for a sympa-
thetic unclexslandmg of the cul-
tures of the many races in Boyle
Heights and adjoining districts.
There still is prejudice against
the foreigner, Many undesivable
foreigners from Mexico, Asia and
Lurope have come here heyond
doubt. for getting the bitter with
the sweet is the rule of life.
Since the depression the for-
eigner on rvelief has, been a bur-
den. But it must be remem:-
bered that the foxengner'pays“
taxes whether or not he i3 a citl-
zen. It aiso must “be remem-
bered that there aré many for-
eigners ‘in the ‘middle-class in-
come group, who live in no geo-
graphical, colonies.
l’URl’OSlE‘S EXPLAINED

1t is the object of this series of |
articles 1o give some idea of the
foreign groups in Los Angeles.
One Sunday article will be de-
voted to each nationality, ex-
plaining as definitely as possible
how many there are, where and
how they live, their social groups
and their contribution to the cul-
ture of the newest. and most
novel of the world's meuropoli-:
tan areas which we call Los An-|
geles. - ’
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Foreign Born Like Variety: Cosmopolitan Feasts Furnish Food for Thought
WARTENWEILER, MARION J
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MANY NATIONS’ DINNER — Wearing their native

French, Chinese, Alsatian and Swedish costumes, these
members of the International Institute gather around a
modern range to prepare one of the many-nations din-
ners for which this local organization is famous. Left to
right are Mrs. Leonie Comstock, Miss Clara Quon, Mrs,
J. Storni and Miss Lillian Swanson.

Foreign Born
Like Variety

BY MARION J,
WARTENWEILER

Breaking bread together has
been a symbol of friendship
since man first emerged from his
solitary cave ard began to neigh-
bor with the man in the next
cave for purposes of protection,
or, more probably, in answer to
the” imperious demands of the
social instinct inherent in every
human being. From that distant
day to this, custom, folk-lore and
religious rite have gathered
around the foods of every people
the world over. . :

We Americans can profit by
observing European custom in
this respect. In Europe the
preparation of food has always
been considered a fine art, and
leisurely dining as necessary as
breath, itself. Despite the hor-
ror of a world in arms we can
still view this breaking of bread
in brotherly love, and indeed,’
within the confines of our own’
cosmopolitan city. i

We have only to pass inside
the gates of International Insti-
tute at 435 S. Boyle Ave, to see
the wetcome sight. Here we find
heartening proof of the possi-
bility of world friendship. Here
we see representatives of 65 na-
tionalities, working and playing
in harmony. Here we see gay’
costumes, learn f6lk ways, listen
to the lilt of folk song, sway
to the rhythm of folk music and
partake of savory and unfamiliar
foods. For throughout the year,
in addition to its myriad activi-
ties promoting the welfare of
the foreign born of all nationali-
ties, the institute programs a
series of gala events.

Example Noted

In proof, glance at the April
schedule: .

Reflecting the hospitality of
the institute is the recent Molo-
kan dinner. .

When the samovars wesre
steaming the diners gathered. At,
the head of each table the host-
ess offered two strips of linen
long enough to reach almost the
length of the table which the
diners spread across their knees
—for Molokans share cven the
napkin. Then an elder, with
waist-long white beard, looking
like a Biblical prophet, stepped
down from a church window:
and asked the blessing.

Dinner Begins

Dinner began with tea, poured
into glasses, and sweetened with
sugar and jam and flavored with
lemon. Glass after glass of tea,
was consumed, accompanied by
fresh dates and generous slices'
of bread which the hostess-

maidens cut from huge crity
loaves, Bortsch—that soup typi-
cal of Russian peasant or peer—
followed. The soup was served
in brilliantly lacquered wooden
bowls and eaten with deep-
bowled, gaily decorated wooden
spoons—only form of “silver”
in use at the Molokan table.
When the soup was finished,
the girls prepared the salad at
the - table. Into huge wooden
bowls they put a tempting com-
bination of lettuce leaves, pulled
apart for easy eaflng, and to-
matoes cut into bite-size sections,
delicately seasoning the dish
with salt, The salad bowls were
then placed within reach of all
the diners. Steaming bowls of
meat were set beside the salad—
beef boiled in its own rich broth
until tender, then set in the
oven with a layer of fat on top,
seasoned and basted until it
has acquired a delicious flavor.
On another occasion the insti-
tute presented a totally different

appearance, For that was the
date of its annual Spring Gala.

Dinner, this time was entrust-
ed to the Armenians and that
meant a treat, since the typical
Armenian family dinner is as
different as it is delicious. Here's
the menu;

Dolma
Lavash Chechil Banir
Fasoulyali ¢
Paklava
Sourj

Dishes Explained

“Dolma” is a dish so tempting
T know you will want to make it
an oft-repeated number ‘on your
‘menus. So I shall give you the

recipe here and now.
1 pound ground beef
1 cuptul rice, washed free from starch
4 tabl nely ch .parsley

2 onions, finely chopped
2 tomatoes, scalded, peeled and mashed
Generous seasoning of salt and pepper

Mix all the ingredients thor-
oughly., Now cook a cabbage
until the leaves are tender; drain
carefully and separate the leaves
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as you would a head of lettuce
in preparation for salad. On each
cabbage leaf place one table-
spoonful of meat mixture, roll
leaf over filling just as you
would wrap a package, turning
ends under to keep filling snug-
ly inside, In bottom of greased
casserole place layer of cabbage
leaves; on this lay the little rolls
with the folded edge down. When
al{ the rolls have been put in
place, pour two cups of seived
canned tomatoes and two cups of
hoiling water over them, place
a lump of butter the size of an
agg in small bits on the top; cov-
2r and cook in a slow oven (325
deg.F.) for one hour,

“Lavash” is a flat, round, crus-
ty loaf of the most delicious
hread you ever tasted., Served
hot, with plenty of sweet butter
it is a real treat. When eaten
with “Chechil Banir”—za tangy,
salty Armenian cheese—well can
one make a meal of it alone,

Fasoulyali

“Tasoulyali” are string heans
—with a difference. They are
first boiled until tender, then
treated to a tempting sauce.
Slightly beaten eggs are mixed
with gencrous quantities of melt-
=d butter and at the last min-

Turn to Page 25, Column I.



Cosmopolitan Feasts

F urmsh F ood

Conﬂnnod from Nlnth Page

ut,e befoxe sewlng .combined
with the beans. The mixture is
tossed over a’ IOW\ﬂame until’a
golden custard-like coatmg fm ms
over the green beans.

“Paklava" is a pastry dessert
so delicate and delicious ds ‘to
make the mouth water at the
mere mention. To appreciate
the real marvel of its construc-
tion you should see an ‘Armenian
girl deftly rolling the pastry to
‘such an exquisite thinness that
50 layers piled one-on top of the
other is less than one inch high!

Sourj, which completes- the
dinner, is the Armenian form of
after-dinner coffee,

Swedish Feast

When April 26 arr lves Sweden
will be hostess at Intemauonal
Institute. Swedish cuisine is not-
ed the world round for its excel-
lence, so with more than usual
interest we study the menu of

- the typical Swedish dinner which
will be served on that evening.
Smorgasbord
Buijonge med Agg Klimp
-Skinks med Plommon Fyllning
Slottstarta

“Smorgasbord” is almost a na-
tional institution in Sweden. It
consists of all manner of deli.
cacies set forth on a side table—
dainty bits of smoked fish and
meat, tasty salads and aspics, a
variety of cheeses and hot dishes
such as “Hummar” (lobster)
omelet, and tiny little “Kott-
bullar,” or meat balls. From the
tastefully arranged platters,
bowls and chafing dishes, guests
help themselves again and again,
enjoying the delicious ' tidbits
with Swedish “hard tack” and
rye bread as accompaniment.

Soup “Service

When the guests have enjoyed
their fill of “Smorgasbord,” soup
is served at the main table, “Bul-
jonge” is a delicious’ Swedish
variation on the familiar bouillon
theme. Rich, cleared soup stock
is garnished thh ﬁnely chopped
vegetables—parsley, onions, car-
rots, celery and parsnips, Just
before serving six or eight tiny
squares of “Agg Klimp” are add-
ed to each plate. This is a cus.
tard mixture made from egg and
milk in the proportion of one
egg to three tablespoons of milk
and two tablespoons of grated
almonds. It is cooked in cups
set in a water bath until “set.”

Swedish custom places the
vegetables in the soup rather
than serving them with the
roast. But Swedish epicures
know the delicious flavor that
certain fruits lend to meat and
so they frequently combine ap-
ples, prunes or other dried fruits
with their stuffings and sauces,
as in the case of “Skinks med
Plommon Fyllning,” which is
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for Thought

interpreted as pork loin larded
with prunes.
234 pounds pork loin
¥4 teaspoon pepper
% tenspoon ginger
1% tablespoons salt
8 prunes, parilally cooked, then pitied
1 tablespoon bulter
Prune Jjuice

Bolling water

3% tablespoon ﬂour.
gravy i

Lard meat with halves of
prunes, Inserting fruit at deep-
ly as possxble into meat, and set-
ting it in even rows. Rub meat
with mixed seasonings and sear
on’all sides. Baste with a little
pruneé jmce, ‘cover roasting pan,
and- braise meat in a slow oven
(325 deg.F.) two hours. Baste
with juice and waler several
times,

“Slottstarta” is a treat both
to eye and palate, Its foundation
is d baked meringue made from
very " stiffly beéaten whites ;of
seven’ eggs .and two cups ‘of
sugar. This mixture -should be
spread on heavy paper on bak-
ing sheets to form three layers
of equal size and thickness.
Baked for one hour at 250 deg.F.
they should be very dry and
light and just delicately yel-
lowed, Just before serving
spread crushed, ripe strawber-
ries between the layers and
cover top with a thick layer of
whipped cream. Garnish with
whole strawberries. .

Lest you gain the wrong im-
pression of International Insti-
tute while reveling in this rhap-
sody of rare foods, let me re-
mind you that International In-
stitute is not a restaurant. It is
a member agency of the Los
Angeles Community Chest, with

a capable staff working night
and day to assist the foreign born
of all nationalities in every pos-
‘sible way.

used o thicken

‘Purposes Outlined

| Its purpose is to help and ad-
vise foreign-born men, women
and children in all the problems
that confront them, to help them
to understand American customs
and institutions, to assist them
in matters “of employment, in
legal entanglements and in
family conflicts, to protect them
from exploitation, and to help
them particularly in the prob-
lems of naturalization, immigra-
tion and deportation. But while
helping these foreign-born resi-
dents of our city to become ad-
justed to American ways, Inter-
national Institute encourages
them to revere their own nation-
al heritage,
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Colorful Program Planned
for Festival of All Nations

International Institute’s Annual Offering
Will Start Friday and Run Through Saturday

Accenting the virlle democ.
racy of . America, the Interna.
tional Institute, 235 S. Boyle
Ave,, Is preparing a twoday Fes.
uval of All Nations, with persons
of 40 nationalities participating.

Starting Friday and running
through Saturday, it will be pos-
sible to see the dress variations,
food "differences, folk songs and
dances around the world, all. at
the one address.

- Under the general chairman-
ahlp of Mrs, Otto Wartenweljer,
1 program is being prepared by
14 subchairmen to. include char-
acteristic features - of natlonah
ties of the earth,

- Handicrafts and arts will be
shown -from Sweden, Poland,
Hungary, Czechoslovakla. Rus
sia, Japan, Armenia, China, Den.
mark and Switzerland, Of espe-
rjal interest will be the displays
from the Americas, including

Mexicq, Bolivia, Peru, Chile, Ar.

rentina and Paraguay, The
Douglas collection has been bor-

l

rowed from the San Diego Mu-
seumn, rich with treasures from
the West Coast- countries of
South America.

At 830 both evenings, there
will be a stage program of cho-
ruses, solos, folk dancing of
many natlonalities, including Li.
thuanian, Greek, ‘Finnish, Swed-.
ish, Hungarian, Korean, Chinese
and Mexican,

The international show will
be climaxed by ‘the presentation
of an American Flag by Holly-
wood Women's Post 183, Ameri-
can Legion.

Informal dancing to the strains
of the Tyrolean orchestra in the
patio wijl close the evening pro-
gram, The public will he wel-
come to participate in this.

Because food is so very inter-
national in character, meals
around the world will be served,
Luncheon will include Swedish

smorgashord, Russian buffet, or,
Swiss znuenl Dinner, served.
from 6 to 7:30 p.m., will "be trulv
international, each course pre-!
pared by a different nationality,

Violent Quake Charted

LA PLATA (Argentina) -Oct.
8. (A)—A. violent earthquake, ap-

parently centered in Southern
Peru, was registered today on the
university.seismogranph.
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Elsie D. Newton Takes Leave

bf International Institute Post

BY NORMA H. GOODRUE

" I want to be a good vol-
unteer.” That was Miss Elsie

D. Newton's declaration last -
week when interviewed con-

cerning her retirement yester-

day as executive director of

International Institute,

-~ Miss Newton, a professional °

gocial worker all her adult life, :

never has looked upon her job

a3 just a 9to-5 daily plece of
work, “Just going into social

work for the job itself does not ™
give a real appreciation of op- :

-portunities for service,” was her *

comment.
: Long Travels
After 33 years of full-time serv-

{ce at the institute, whose activ- !
ities stretch into the night, every :
night, all day and even Satur- ;
days and Sundays, Miss Newton ;
savs she has visions of her auto-

mobile being the old doctor’s
mare and finding its way to the
{nstitution alone.

Miss Newton has traveled
around the world twice and on
another occasion spent six
months in Europe. She has
friends in every country you can
fame.

: Reception Planned

© She says she may travel
ahroad later with her sister, Ab-
bie Newton, former educator.
But just now she wants to join
the force of volunteers without
whom the institute could not
exist, she emphasizes.

. Before she has an opportunity
to get into volunteer service the
hoard will give a reception in
her honor next Sunday at the
institute, 435 S Boyla Ave.

The beautiful, authentic Span-
{sh structure, designed by the
Jate Sumner Spaulding, wel-
cnmes an approximate 25,000 in-
dividuals to its services each
year.

Staff of 2t

These persons have become
the friends of Miss Newton and
her staff of 21 who speak 16
different languages. Théy have
come to know the institute as
their council house. The staf
represents a little League of Na-
tions, Miss Newton explains as
she points to the rows of closed:
case files.

However, she Is boastful of
the progress the mortgage-fre¢
institute. has made since her
first day 33 years ago when it
wag a department of the Young
Women's Christian Association
and occupied office space on
Commercial St.

I appears the ratio of devel
opment and advancement has
kept pace with the foreign-born
population of this city which
Miss Newton reports i3 now ap-
proximately 50% of the total. In-

PROFESSIONAL social worker turned volunteer is Miss
Elsie D. Newton, who has been director of International

Institute for 33 years. She is to be honored next Sunday.
Times photo

cluded, however, are the chil-
dren of foreign-born parents.
The institute’s 1951 record

. shows that 263 groups, with an

enroliment of 2078, held 2045
meetings there. One hundred
and six nationality organiza-
tions held 156 meetings and the
institute sponsored 300 commu-
nity events. All activities attract-
ed a total attendance of 63,151

Think of the myriad trials and
errors any person would have
when starting life in a foreign
country, then picture the In-
ternational Institute as the an-
swer to all of them.

With a richer-than-ever back-

ground, Miss Newton will join
the larger force of volunteers in
social work. Congratulations!
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ﬂ CITY OF LOS ANGELES

DEPARTMENT OF BUILDING AND SAF E.TY
BUILDING DIVISION

m

Application to Alter, Repair or Demolisk

To the Board of Bullding and Safety Commissioners of the Clty of Los Angeles:
"y Application {e bersby made to the Doard of Dullding snd Safet Gemmmlemu of the City of Los Angeles, through thq offica of the Buperin-
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CITY OF LOS ANGELES

DEPARTMENT OF BUILDING AND SAFETY
BUILDING DIVISION

Application to Alter, Repair, Move or Demolish

Yo the Board of Bullding and Safaty Comnilaalensva of the City of Lea Angeles:
Applicution 1s hereby mady to the Board of Building and Safety Commissioners of tha Oily of Los Angeles, through the olfcs of the Superin.
tendent of Bullding, for a bullding permit in sccordance with the description and for the purpose bereinafter ot forth, This application I3 made sube

— 3‘?;;: t& t::h.‘ ‘,‘;l'&":’&" ¢caditions, which are hersdy agriad to by the undersigned applicant and which shsll be deemed conditions entaring into the sxeor.

First: That the permit does pst grant mny right or privilege to wrect any bullding or other structnre tharsln described, or any portion thereot,
upon any stres ey, or other public place or portion thereot,

second: t the permit does not t any right or privilexe to uss any building or other atructure Lbexeln described, or any portion thereot,
for any ﬂu se that ls, or may bhareafier be prohibited by ordinwnce of the Olty ¢of Los Angelens.
permit. ¢t That the granting of the parmit does not aflect or prejudice any claim of title to, or right of possession in, the properity desceibed in such
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USE INK OR

Bidg, Form 3 INDELIBLE PENCIL

CITY OF LOS ANGELES (@)

DEPARTMENT OF BUILDING AND SAFETY
BUILDING DIVISION

Application to Alter, Repair, Move or Demolish

To the Beard of Bullding and Safety Commissioners of the City of Los Angeles:

Application is hereby mnde to the Board of Building and Safety Cﬂmmlnlnnerl of tha City of Loa Angeles, through the office of the Superin.
fendent of Building, for a building permit in accordance with the description and for the purpoce hereinafter set forth. This application s made subdb-
chcthto the I?Uow!nu conditions, which are hereby agreed to by the underaigned applicant and which sball be deemed conditions entering into the exercise
0 e permit:

First: That the permit does not grant any rigcht or privilege to crect any building or other structure therein described, or any portion thereof,
upon aay street, alley, or other public place or porticn thereof,

Secoud: That the permit does not grant any right or privilege to use any bullding or other structure therein deecribed, or sny portion thercof,
for any purpoae that is, or may hereafter be prohibited by ordinance of the City of Los Angeles,

Third: That the ﬂrlnt[nz of the permlt does not ut&ct or prejudice any claim of title to, or right of possesnion in, the property described in such
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USE INK OR
yNDELIBLE PENCIL

CITY OF LOS ANGELES .

DEPARTMENT OF BUILDING AND SAFETY
BUILDING DIVISION

Application to Alter, Repair, Move or Demolish

Teo the Desrd of Bullding and Salety Cemmissioners of the CI? of Los Angeles:

Application is hereby made to the Board of Buillding and Bafety Commlulantn of the City of Los Angeles, throush the office of the Soperin.
tendent ot Bullding, for s buudln: permait in accordance with the description and for the purpose hereinafter set forth. This applieation {s made sub-
fect to the following conditions, which are hereby agreed to by the undersigned applicant and which shall be deemed conditions entering Into the exercise
sf the parmit:

{rst: That the permit does not grant any rvight or privilege to erect any buflding or other structure thersin described, or any portion thereof,
upon any street, alley, or other public place or portion thereof,

Second: That the permit does not grant any right or privilege Lo use any bullding or other structurs thereln described, or any portlon thersof,
for any purpose that §a, or may hereafter be prohibited by ordinsnce of the City of loa Angsles,

T'Elrd! That the granting of the permit does not affect or prejudice any clnlrn of titla to, or right of possession in, the property described in such
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Primary facade, view west. Photo: Laura Dominguez, 2017.



Primary entrance, view west. Photo by: Andrea Griego, 2019.



Forecourt, view west. Photo by Laura Dominguez, 2017.



Balcony on north courtyard facade, view northeast. Photo by: Andrea Griego, 2019.



Main courtyard, view west. Photo by: Andrea Griego, 2019.



Main courtyard, view north exiting entry hallway. Photo by: Andrea Griego, 2019.



Main courtyard, view southwest. Photo by: Andrea Griego, 2019.



Auditorium interior, view northwest. Photo by: M. Rosalind Sagara/L.A. Conservancy, 2019.



Auditorium interior, view southwest. Photo by: M. Rosalind Sagara/L.A. Conservancy, 2019.



Rear (west) facade, view east. Photo by: Andrea Griego, 2019.



Secondary elevation (south), view facing northwest. Photo by: Andrea Griego, 2019.



Covered walkway at south facade, view northeast. Photo by: M. Rosalind Sagara/L.A. Conservancy, 2019.



Secondary elevation (north), view west. Photo by: Andrea Griego, 2019.



Secondary elevation (south), view east. Photo by: Andrea Griego, 2019.



Forecourt mural on perimeter wall, view east. Photo by: Andrea Griego, 2019.



Main courtyard fountain. Photo by: Laura Dominguez, 2017.



Entry hallway reception window. Photo by: M. Rosalind Sagara/L.A. Conservancy, 2019.



Brick bench in entry hallway. Photo by: Andrea Griego, 2019.



3. HISTORICAL PHOTOGRAPHS &
EPHEMERA

International Institute of Los Angeles
435 S. Boyle Avenue



Group photo of Mexican American women on International Institute outing, circa 1920. Los Angeles Public Library/Shades of L.A. Collection



Women’s group at Perry House (1315 Pleasant Avenue), circa 1920. Los Angeles Public Library/Shades of L.A. Collection




Korean American women with their children in an English class at the International Institute, 1922. Los Angeles Public Library/Shades of L.A. Collection
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|
§

A group in costume at the International Institute’s Fourth of July celebration in 1923. Los Angeles Public Library/Shades of L.A. Collection




International Institute brochure, 1924. YWCA of Los Angeles Collection, Special Collections and Archives, Oviatt Library



International Institute brochure, 1924. YWCA of Los Angeles Collection, Special Collections and Archives, Oviatt Library



International Day program at the International Institute, 1924. Los Angeles Public Library/Shades of L.A. Collection



Japanese Girls’ Day Festival, circa 1930. Los Angeles Public Library/Shades of L.A. Collection



Children dancing at International Institute festivals, 1931-1961. Los Angeles Public Library/Shades of L.A. Collection



View of the courtyard at the International Institute administration building, 1932. Los Angeles Public Library/Shades of L.A. Collection



Planning International Day with Mrs. Otto Wartenweiler, c. 1932. Courtesy International Institute of Los Angeles



International Day Festival, 1933. Courtesy International Institute of Los Angeles



Photo collage of girls studying and reading at the Children’s library at the International Institute, 1933. Los Angeles Public Library/Shades of L.A. Collection



Student artwork documenting the International Institute, “Breed Street
News Flashes,” 1938. Courtesy International Institute of Los Angeles



Czech dance group at the International Institute, circa 1940. Los Angeles Public Library/Shades of L.A. Collection



Collection: War Relocation Authority Photographs of
Japanese-American Evacuation and Resettlement.
The Bancroft Library, University of California, Berkeley
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Address/Legal Information
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Arb (Lot Cut Reference)
Map Sheet

Jurisdictional Information
Community Plan Area
Area Planning Commission
Neighborhood Council
Council District

Census Tract #

LADBS District Office
Planning and Zoning Information
Special Notes

Zoning
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General Plan Land Use
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SN: Sign District No

Streetscape No
Adaptive Reuse Incentive Area None
Affordable Housing Linkage Fee
Residential Market Area Low
Non-Residential Market Area Medium
Transit Oriented Communities (TOC) Tier 3
RPA: Redevelopment Project Area None
Central City Parking No
Downtown Parking No
Building Line None
500 Ft School Zone Active: PUENTE Learning Center
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Assessor Parcel No. (APN) 5174002017
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LOS ANGELES CA 90031
Ownership (Bureau of Engineering, Land

Records)
Owner INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTE OF LOS ANGELES
Address 435 S. BOYLE AVE.
LOS ANGELES CA 90033
Owner INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTE OF LOS ANGELES
Address 435 S. BOYLE AVE.
LOS ANGELES CA 90033
APN Area (Co. Public Works)* 0.654 (ac)
Use Code 6400 - Recreational - Club, Lodge Hall, Fraternal Organization - One
Story
Assessed Land Val. $88,304
Assessed Improvement Val. $233,119
Last Owner Change 00/00/1965
Last Sale Amount $0
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CASE SUMMARIES

Note: Information for case summaries is retrieved from the Planning Department's Plan Case Tracking System (PCTS) database.

Case Number:
Required Action(s):
Project Descriptions(s):
Case Number:
Required Action(s):
Project Descriptions(s):

Case Number:
Required Action(s):
Project Descriptions(s):

Case Number:
Required Action(s):
Project Descriptions(s):
Case Number:
Required Action(s):
Project Descriptions(s):

Case Number:
Required Action(s):
Project Descriptions(s):
Case Number:
Required Action(s):
Project Descriptions(s):

Case Number:
Required Action(s):
Project Descriptions(s):

Case Number:
Required Action(s):
Project Descriptions(s):
Case Number:
Required Action(s):
Project Descriptions(s):

Case Number:
Required Action(s):
Project Descriptions(s):

Case Number:
Required Action(s):
Project Descriptions(s):
Case Number:
Required Action(s):
Project Descriptions(s):

Case Number:
Required Action(s):

CPC-2016-2905-CPU
CPU-COMMUNITY PLAN UPDATE
COMMUNITY PLAN UPDATE
CPC-2015-1462-CA

CA-CODE AMENDMENT

A CODE AMENDMENT TO CREATE A CLEAN UP GREEN UP (CUGU) SUPPLEMENTAL USE DISTRICT AS AN OVERLAY AND
IMPLEMENT IT OVER PARTS OF PACOIMA/SUN VALLEY, BOYLE HEIGHTS, AND WILMINGTON IN ADDITION TO TWO
CITYWIDE AMENDMENTS.

CPC-2008-3125-CA
CA-CODE AMENDMENT

THE ADDITION OF A RIVER IMPROVEMENT OVERLAY (RIO) DISTRICT AS SECTION 13.12 OF THE L.A.M.C. IN RESPONSE TO
THE LOS ANGELES RIVER REVITALIZATION MASTER PLAN (LARRMP) THAT WAS ADOPTED IN MAY 2007. THIS
SUPPLEMENTAL USE DISTRICT WOULD ESTABLISH STANDARDS FOR NEW DEVELOPMENT ALONG WATERWAYS

CPC-2007-5599-CPU

CPU-COMMUNITY PLAN UPDATE

BOYLE HEIGHTS COMMUNITY PLAN REVISION (FORMERLY CPU4)
CPC-2007-3036-RIO

RIO-RIVER IMPROVEMENT OVERLAY DISTRICT

THE ESTABLISHMENT OF AN ORDINANCE THAT FACILITATES DEVELOPMENT WITHIN THE LA-RIO BOUNDARIES TO
ENHANCE THE WATERSHED, URBAN DESIGN AND MOBILITY OF THE AREA. THESE BOUNDARIES ARE ADJACENT TO, NOT
INSIDE, THE LOS ANGELES RIVER ON LAND ALREADY ZONED FOR DEVELOPMENT.

CPC-1990-596-GPC

GPC-GENERAL PLAN/ZONING CONSISTENCY (AB283)

HISTORIC MONUMENT APPLICATION FOR THE CROSS OF SAN YSIDRO
CPC-1987-268-ZC

ZC-ZONE CHANGE

GENERAL PLAN AMENDMENT FROM PUBLIC & QUASI-PUBLIC (PRIVATE SCHOOL, HOSPITAL, CEMETERY, ETC.)(FOOTNOTE
#3-QUASI-PUBLIC LAND DESIGNATION ON THIS MAP INDICATES EXISTING USES WHICH ARE ANTICIPATED TO REMAIN.
THE PLAN DOES NOT PROPOSE PUBLIC ACQUISITION) TO HIGHWAY ORIENTED/LIMITED COMMERCIAL (C1,C2, P) AND
ZONE CHANGE FROM R4-2 TO |T|Q|C2-2.

ZA-1989-789-PAD
PAD-PLAN APPROVAL ONLY FOR A DEEMED-TO-BE-APPROVED CU

INT'L INSTITUTE OF LOS ANGELES WITH AN ADDITION OF OFFICE SPACE IN THE FRONT OF THE PROPERTY IN THE R4-2
ZONE.

ENV-2016-2906-EIR
EIR-ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT
COMMUNITY PLAN UPDATE
ENV-2015-1463-ND

ND-NEGATIVE DECLARATION

A CODE AMENDMENT TO CREATE A CLEAN UP GREEN UP (CUGU) SUPPLEMENTAL USE DISTRICT AS AN OVERLAY AND
IMPLEMENT IT OVER PARTS OF PACOIMA/SUN VALLEY, BOYLE HEIGHTS, AND WILMINGTON IN ADDITION TO TWO
CITYWIDE AMENDMENTS.

ENV-2013-3392-CE
CE-CATEGORICAL EXEMPTION

THE PROPOSED ORDINANCE MODIFIES SECTION 22.119 OF THE LOS ANGELES ADMINISTRATIVE CODE TO ALLOW
ORIGINAL ART MURALS ON LOTS DEVELOPED WITH ONLY ONE SINGLE-FAMILY RESIDENTIAL STRUCTURE AND THAT ARE
LOCATED WITHIN COUNCIL DISTRICTS 1, 9, AND 14.

ENV-2007-5600-EIR

EIR-ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT

BOYLE HEIGHTS COMMUNITY PLAN REVISION (FORMERLY CPU4)
ENV-2007-3037-ND

ND-NEGATIVE DECLARATION

THE ESTABLISHMENT OF AN ORDINANCE THAT FACILITATES DEVELOPMENT WITHIN THE LA-RIO BOUNDARIES TO
ENHANCE THE WATERSHED, URBAN DESIGN AND MOBILITY OF THE AREA. THESE BOUNDARIES ARE ADJACENT TO, NOT
INSIDE, THE LOS ANGELES RIVER ON LAND ALREADY ZONED FOR DEVELOPMENT.

ND-83-377-ZC-HD
HD-HEIGHT DISTRICT

This report is subject to the terms and conditions as set forth on the website. For more details, please refer to the terms and conditions at zimas.lacity.org

(*) - APN Area is provided "as is" from the Los Angeles County's Public Works, Flood Control, Benefit Assessment.
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ZC-ZONE CHANGE
Project Descriptions(s): Data Not Available

DATA NOT AVAILABLE
ORD-184246

ORD-183145

ORD-183144

ORD-171938
ORD-169208-SA1040
ORD-129279
PRIOR-06/01/1946

This report is subject to the terms and conditions as set forth on the website. For more details, please refer to the terms and conditions at zimas.lacity.org
(*) - APN Area is provided "as is" from the Los Angeles County's Public Works, Flood Control, Benefit Assessment.
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City of Los Angeles
ZIMAS INTRANET LARIACS5 2017 Color-Ortho

02/10/2020 Department of City Planning
Address: 435 S BOYLE AVE Tract: 35 ACRE LOTS OF THE LOS Zoning: [Q]R4-1-RIO-CUGU
ANGELES CITY LANDS "HANCOCK
SURVEY"
APN: 5174002017 Block: 59 General Plan: Medium Residential
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August 27, 2019

Melissa Jones

Office of Historic Resources, Department of City Planning
221 N. Figueroa St., Suite 1350

Los Angeles, CA 90012

Dear Ms. Jones,

On behalf of the Boyle Heights Community Partners and a group of historians and
preservationists, we submit a Historic-Cultural Monument nomination for the property located at
435 S. Boyle Avenue in the Boyle Heights neighborhood. Since 1924, the subject property has
been associated with the International Institute of Los Angeles (IILA), one of more than fifty
immigrant-serving agencies to open nationwide under the auspices of the Young Women’s
Christian Association (YWCA) in the early twentieth century. The site is significant for its
associations with Progressive Era reform, women’s social movements, and patterns of
immigration in Los Angeles. As a community-serving institution, the subject property is
emblematic of Boyle Heights’ ethno-racial diversity prior to World War I and through the post-
World War ll-era. The subject property is an excellent example of Spanish Colonial Revival
architecture in an institutional setting.

Given the subject property is zoned R4, within a transit priority area, and currently on the market,
we are concerned about the potential for demolition and/or loss of character-defining features of
this important historic and cultural site. To document and conserve an important part of Los
Angeles heritage, we submit the Historic-Cultural Monument nomination for the International
Institute of Los Angeles.

Sincerely,

Vivian Escalante
President, Boyle Heights Community Partners

Enclosure

Cc: Laura Dominguez, University of Southern California
M. Rosalind Sagara, Los Angeles Conservancy

OO3 M. breed Street
Los Angdes, California 90033



Excutive Officers
Eliseo (Alex)
Tenorio
President

Vivian Escalante
Vice President

Rose Acosta-Yonai
CFO/Treasurer

Since QOO

August 30, 2019

Melissa Jones

Office of Historic Resources, Department of City Planning
221 N. Figueroa St., Suite 1350

Los Angeles, CA 90012

Dear Ms. Jones,

Thank you for the opportunity to voice my/our support for the Historic-Cultural
Monument (HCM) designation of the International Institute of Los Angeles (IILA) located
at 435 S. Boyle Avenue. The IILA was one of more than fifty immigrant-serving agencies
to opén nationwide under the auspices of the Young Women’s Christian Association
(YWCA) in the carly twentieth century. The site is significant for its associations with
Progressive Era reform, women’s social movements, and patterns of immigration in Los
Angeles. In addition to the important social history this site represents, the property is an
excellent example of Spanish Colonial Revival architecture in an institutional setting and
in the Boyle Heights neighborhood.

The Boyle Heights Historical Society is a membership-based non-profit organization
whose mission is to engage the public's interest to collect, preserve, appreciate and share
knowledge relevant to the diverse social, ethnic, cultural, geographic and architectural
heritage of Boyle Heights within its regional context.

Boyle Heights is among the oldest neighborhoods in Los Angeles. There are many historic
and culturally significant resources in Boyle Heights, yet few have achieved HCM status.
We urge you to take into consideration the designation of the International Institute of Los
Angeles.

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you should have any questions or concerns.

Sincerely, .

iy lonon

Alex Tenorio
eliseotenorio@yahoo.com

2616 E. Third Street
Los Angeles, CA 90033
Corp 1D #C2842202
www.boyleheightshistoricalsociety.com
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