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COALITION TO SAVE THE HANNAH CARTER JAPANESE GARDEN

American Public Gardens Association, American Society of Landscape Architects, American Society of
Landscape Architects — Southern CA Chapter, Bel Air Garden Club, The California Garden and Landscape
History Society, California Preservation Foundation, The Cultural Landscape Foundation, The Garden
Conservancy, Historical Resources Group, Los Angeles Conservancy, National Trust for Historic Preservation,
North American Japanese Garden Association.

Ethel Guiberson / Hannah Carter Japanese Garden

Historic-Cultural Monument (HCM) Application LCC())SNA‘\.SI\EKI-!;\EIEIEI oy



| JAPE

THE BLOG AND

UCLAV

Endang
inthe U

CONSERVANCY

AWARENESS VOLUME 34
ASSISTANCE NUMBER 3

perpetuity, will be sold to the highest bidder. No protections are in place to f
once the sale is complete. Photo by Christine Caldwell.

UCLA Hannah Carter Japanese
Garden for Sale with No Protection

by Adrian Scott Fine

Since we first reported on this issue in the March/April 2012 Conservancy News. the
UCLA Hannah Carter Japanese Garden in Bel-Air has come closer to destruction, likely in
the near future. UCLA placed the garden on the market in April 2012, for a minimum bid of
$5.7 million and with no preservation protections in place. Bids on the garden and adjacent
residence are due May 22. making it critical that concerned citizens contact UCLA as soon as
possible to urge them to halt the sale and reject bids.

Historic preservation takes both reactive and proactive efforts. Many owners take great
pains to make sure their historic properties survive for future generations. Yet the plight of
the Hannah Carter Japanese Garden illustrates that even the best intentions—including those
planned years prior—can fail without sufficient safeguards

Constructed between 1959 and 1961, the 1.5-acre hillside garden is among the largest and
most significant private residential Japanese-style gardens built in the U.S. Mr. and Mrs. Gordon
G. Guiberson commissioned it after traveling to Japan: they requested a garden inspired by
those of Kyoto. It is associated with two of the most prominent designers of Japanese gardens.
Nagao Sakurai and Koichi Kawana. As the first major Japanese garden built in Southern Cali-
fornia following World War II. it has come to symbolize for many the renewed appreciation
for Japanese culture and early efforts to heal relations after years of anti-Japanese sentiment

Please see UCLA GARDEN on page 6
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Barry Building Update

by Marcello Vavala

Despite their designation as Los Angeles
Historic-Cultural Monuments (HCMs), the
Barry Building (Milton Caughey, 1951) and
Coral Tree Median in Brentwood remain
targeted for demolition and alteration

The final environmental impact report
(EIR) for the Green Hollow Square project
calls for the demolition of the Barry Building
(HCN
It also specifies the removal of some coral
trees from the Coral Tree Median (HCM

87)at 11973 San Vicente Boulevard

#148) in front of the project site to create a
crossing midway through the block

The Conservancy and our Modern
Committee strongly believe that the Barry
Building can and should be adaptively reused
as part of the project. We also object to the
unnecessary removal of the coral trees, which
would compromise the uninterrupted. linear
nature of the median

In the coming weeks. the City Planning
Commission and the Planning and Land Use
Management Committee will each vote on
a specific recommendation before the final
EIR goes to the full City Council for certifica-
tion. After the EIR is certified. very little, if
anything, can be done to change the project

It is vital that concerned residents contact
Councilmember Bill Rosendahl, in whose
district the project is located. He must hear
from residents that reusing the Barry Build-
ing is the only acceptable alternative, and that
the Coral Tree Median deserves preservation
as a historic landscape. For details. visit

laconservancy.org/issues. Thank you!
=N S B CE

Conservancy News
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UCLA sells landmark Japanese garden for
$12.5 million
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UCLA and Hannah Carter heirs settle suit over
Japanese garden in Bel-Air
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HCM Criteria (Section 22.171.7):

Embodies the distinguishing characteristics of an
architectural-type specimen, inherently:valuable for
study of a period, style, or method of-construction
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Teahouse and Sl’]l ine
Setting for Program

In Bel-Air behind a big
| gate built in Kyoto the Jap-
ianase' strolling garden of
Mr.: and Mrs. Gordon G.

~Gu1bersun unfolds hillward,
along acres of footpaths,
| through pines and flowering
trees, by walterfalls, a tea-
houvse and a shrine of hand-
. hewn  timber which took
1,200 man-hours to huild.

It is in this sefting that
guests of the Japan America
Society. will sip tea Sunday
and hear a program of Hai-
ku, Japanese court poetry.

. The event is the society's

‘ sgholarship tea and f{inal
program of the season with
proceeds dedicated to assist-
ing Japanese students In
the Los Angeles area, ac-
carding to Katsuma Muka-

: eda, executive secretary.

Reproeduced with pemissio

The poetry readings will
be by Dr. Earl Miner, au-
thor and Fulbright lectur-
er at Kyoto and Osaka Uni-
versities in 1960-61.

Among patrons are Jap-
anese Consul Gen. Matao
Urin, Messrs. and Mmes,
Vietor M, Carter, Donald W,
Douglas Jr, Eugene D.
Flaherty, Arthur Y. Fuji-
wara, Masaaki Ishibashi,
Morijo Itn, Saburo Kido, Ko
Miwa, J. Marion Wright
and Mukaeda.

Others are Frank L. Pel-
lissier. Drs. and Mmes. H.
James Hara, Yoriyuki Ki-
kuchi, Ralph P. Merritt,
Franklin D. Murphy, Rufus
B. von KleinSmid and Dr.
H. Carroll Parish and the
Marquis and E{arr:hmne:q

_ Hironobu Kacho.

of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prehibited without p

|exhibit at the World FI{:-WE:;
jand Garden -Show -at th.g;

The garden created by’
Kazue Nakamura of L}c'b_cz;
is one of the largest evar!
prepared for exhibit anF'f:

. garden,
show which continuq

jthrough March 3, is . I‘Iﬁ&u
Times Home Magazin eall

mum pavilion.

Available at The Tun&
display ‘are copies of the rex:
cently published Home Mags
azine Gardening—a 145-page;
book on year-round g?.:rdenq
in in Southern California. &3
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Details
Gift of

BY WILLIAM TR
Times Edycation
The stately, wi
gian house at ¢
Way in Bel-Air ¢
fancy of Hannah
ghe shopped fo
home in the su
1964, several mo:
she had married
geles husiness
and University ¢
nia Regent Ed
Carter.

One thing trou
Carter, however.
acre lot, descenc
the back lawn of
to Bellagio Roac
or so below,
unusual Japanes

The house an

helonged to Go
berson, a wealth

ONE OF TOPS IN U.S.

UCLA Purchases
Japanese Gardens

BEL-AIR—The regenis
of the University of Cali-
fornia have acquired the
Guiberson Garden here,
considered one of the fore-
most Japanese gardens in
the United States.

The regenis purchased
the garden from Mr. and
Mrs. Gordon Guiberson
with funds previously don-
ated by Edward W. Carter
of this community, chair-
man of the Board of Re-
gents,

Mrs, Guiberson, whn
now resides in Westwonr
with her retired oilman
husband, said he got the
idea for the garden while
touring Japan. It was com-
pleted in 1963 from plans
drawn by a Japanese ar-
chitect who brought a
work crew from Japan.

Constructed on a shel-
tered hillside off Bellagio
Road, the garden includes

Ethel Guiberson / Hannah Carter Japanese Garden
Historic-Cultural Monument (HCM) Application

a lea heuse, a hokoma
shrine, stone water basins
and natural and carved
stoned imported from Ja-

pan.
UCLA will use it in con-

nection with instruction in

several departments, in-
cluding architecture, art,
botany and theater arts.
Carter has also advised
UCLA that he intends to
make a gift of his home at

-arter
closed

0,000 to main-
erate the gar-
:he University
ia will have
than $200,000
en by the end

phy said the
orth the cost if
se it provides
1al felicity" for

626 Siena Way, adjacent |

to the garden, for use as a
university residence no la-
ter than one year after his
death.

"We are delighted that
the Guiberson Garden has
heen added to the resour-
ces of the university," said
Chancellor Franklin D,
Murphy, "and we are deep-
ly grateful 1o Regent Car-
ter for his continuing gen-
Eguiity. to his alma ma-

r.

ways bothered
that Harvard
niversities had
gardens . .
had a'bsnlutel}f
:ept a not very
culty club,” he

t guhlished by
the garden is
adjunct to the
ograms of sev-
departments.”
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Welcome to the garden

i to welcome you to the UCLA Japanese
t of rare beauty and authenticity.

Created by Mr, and Mrs. Gordon Gu

as do d to
", then Chairman

at the end of the Secend
of viole r rch of
around

e, patt
and spirit.

ousands of m
) planning in ©
/e authent
of Japanese trac
of the

would not dis
h breach of knowl-

We are indeed grateful to the Gu
their d yand to Mr. (

le to all of us

Charles E. Young
Chancelior
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PRINCIPAL FEATURES WITHIN THE GARDEN

Main Gate and Fence

In Japan, the main gate is an important structure long
used as an entrance to the residences and gardens of
those who were in the aristocracy or belonged to the
upper social and business strata. The main gate of the
UCLA Japanese Gardens is similar to that of the famous
Ichida estate, located in the Nanzen-ji district of Kyoto
It was ordered from Mr. Yoichiro Yoshiharo in Kyoto.
After completion in Japan, it was dismantled for ship-
ping to America. It was reassembled in the garden by
Mr. Kazuo Nakamura, who had supervised its con-
struction. The wood is tongue-and-groove construction
with pegs In lieu of nails. Mr. Benny Shinto of Los
Angeles laid and cemented the gate roof tiles, a job
that few artisans in the United States know how to do.

Japanese blac
Nara.

The bamboo fence next to the main gate is called
Katsura-type in that it was copied from fences located
on the grounds of the famous Katsura Detached Palace
in Kyoto. The palace and garden were built in 1580 for
Prince Hachijo by the Regent Hideyoshi Toyotem|, who
commissioned a Zen tea master, Enshu Kobori, for the
(1) Entrance gate and Katsura-type bamboo fence task. The Katsura garden is considered to be the high-
(2) Stepping stones across pond, home of colorful est achievement in Japanese landscape art and is main-
Japanese carp (3) Garden house for rest, contem- tained under the protection of the Imperial Household
plation, and the tea ceremony (4) Bath house and Ministry
the outdoor sunken Japanese bath (5) Hokora
(family shrine) with ancient Buddha figure (6) It Is to be noted that the Kyoto region is famous for
Hawaiian waterfall (7) Traditional “moon-viewing"”  bamboo of the finest quality; Thomas Edison used
deck with lapanese wood rail detail (8) Stone  Kyoto bamboo for the filament in his electric light
surfaced barbecue terrace globe before the adaptation of tungsten.

Ethel Guiberson / Han;1ah Carter Japanese Garden
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. i s L. The main gate is in the style of the
from the center of the Garden, shielded 3 : Ichi 2l o
i 2 amous Ichida estate in Kyoto. The wood

by black bamboos and pines. Deliber- S : ; lati :
Ay ¥ % f e is Cryptomeria, a Japanese relative of
ately inconspicuous, its purity is intended : S o
o ; : the redwood, the proper material for
as a sanctuary from the complex world. el T
J 2 sacred structures. The black slate was

The garden house may also be used for R 3 R
B quarried in the mountains near Nara. The

the tea ceremony or cha-no-yu. A tea L I p . 1 N :
R 4 J »amboo fence is a classic type first used in
ceremony is limited to five people, hence he 17
SR i the 17th century.

the size of the house. The stone water

basins, or luukubai, are for ritual washing before entering. A dry 9. ML 3 o 2
& . B g 2. The first brldgc inside the gate 1s a nat-

streambed of white stones runs beneath the house. At its source 4 2 ‘ 2 ;
: 3 : : : ural stone from Kyoto. On the right side of
behind the house is a symbolic arrangement of 16 carefully chosen 3 7 ; .
X ; G 5 TR the first flight of steps is a stone carved

large stones in an area especially conducive to intense meditation. 4
S more than 1,000 years ago showing the

2 A A Heg?> Buddha seated in 16 different positions of
9. Behind the garden house is the Hawaiian garden. It contains five worship; 16 signifies immortality.
species of tree ferns and 25 other fern varieties, as » 2

well as seven classes of palms. Various tropical . : 3 $ ;
§ 3 z s : g A focal point of the garden is the pool with
vines and epiphytes, including aroids, orchids, A R 3 x
: . 2 x colorful ko swimming among water-lilies. Some

and bromeliads are also present. The pool is used ¢ = 3 g
o Babv oi of these koi are as old as the garden itself. Ko/

as a nursery for baby kot. . > &
» ’ can live for more than 200 years. Near the

P 5 o pool are Japanese maples with red and purple

10. Like the main gate, the hokora or family .

4 O : E foliage.
shrine is made of Cryptomeria wood and the

roof is Cryptomeria bark. The materials are o 3 3 :
= G ; A 2 4. Each of the pines by the pn()l has a special
deliberately left unpainted to mellow with age. SR L5 et %
Z et i name and role. The view-perfecting pine over-
The antique hand-carved Buddha inside the
o 4 E T hangs the smooth pebble beach. By the round
shrine is decorated with gold leaf. The two : 5 ; 3
5 A 7 stepping stones is the stretching pine. Below

stone lions were carved in China during the : s
2 and to the right of the waterfall is the cascade-
18th century. 3 il arg
s screening tree. Above and to the left of the

. _ . waterfall is the principal tree or upright spirit.
11. The outdoor sunken bath might be found

at a Japanese mountain resort. Being a vol- : : < FrIAT

2 p At the base of the view-perfecting pine is the

canic country, Japan has many hot springs. YRR ; v

¥ ; . = rugged dedication stone or rathai seki, the spir-

Here appropriate volcanic rocks placed above 3 o A

itual center of the b’dl'(lt‘l\. The big flat stone by

the bath and the pebbled walk below suggests g Yooy gie *

. . e " % llw snumlh p«"wl)lv l)c:u‘]w is the l]m\l(lng stone.
o 5 a spring-fed stream. The camellias near the g

s 2 3 In the pool are the crane and tortoise islands.

bathhouse bloom in winter and spring.

P L 4 2 : S 6. The two large rectangular stepping ston like those at the
12. The moon-viewing deck is authentic except for the modern fur- 7 N s PPINg ° 3 y
;. e % 5 % Heian Shrine in Kyoto, are called devil-casting stones. If you

niture. The part of the Garden near the main ¥ . . 5
. A I.‘\liu this 21g-7ag pulh across llw [)UUI, a pur-
entrance is more exuberant than the relatively £ ; S
. e kg suing devil may fall into the water and drown.

controlled areas to the right. The general plan % X )
3 2 : % The round stepping stones are old millstones.
of the Garden is supposed to embody the cycle s 2 7 G2
2 3 Vo ok The noisy bamboo device, perpetually filling
from wild youth to sedate maturity in a : A% 3 . =
% 5 Al with water and spilling over, is a wild boar

sequence arranged in a counterclockwise order. I v
chaser.

13. Fine bonsai are displayed in the former S ~ . s
bark oF I I hvbeid 7. The Jlupa, a five-tiered pilg()(]z\, stands above white stones rep-
arbeque area, an amusing cultural hybric : : g .

£, e Ao resenting Buddha's bones. There are five
showing Japanese craftsmen’s adaptability 1 3 ) ind. 1
L rve i P :lements —sky, wind, fire, water, anc
to California ideas. Here a modern serving o 16 $ inal vi )
2 . th; and five cardinal virtues —human-

counter is decorated with old chrysanthe- TAR lit isd |
3 2 2 5 ity, justice, politeness, wisdom, anc

mum and camellia patterns. The pavement is e I
3 < i g fidelity. Above the stupa stands a decidu-

pebbled in a pattern representing the legend of the leaf, the i ; s 3
L a d the famil = ous spring-flowering Chinese magnolia.
sutterfly, and the family.
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PAUL KORETZ

Councilmember, Fifth District

January 24, 2012

Los Angeles, CA 90095-14(

Re: Sale of UCLA Hannah Carter Japanese G
Dear Chancellor Block:

la riting you on behalf of many of my constituents, neig
UCLA community to express my strong opposition to the proposed
Hannah Carter Japanese Gardens.

5 woul i ar au
al resource. This two-acre garden, located in Bel Alr
gardens in the United States. | am di
o hear that, besides the cultura cts donated to the Fowler Museum; no efforts are
being made to preserve the garden property as a whole.

| am very concerned that if the Japanese Gardens are sold, they will be sold to a
developer who has no intention fo preserve it. Please be advised that | do not support
the sale of this cultural resource and, should it be sold, | will oppose any effort to
develop the property or change its use to anything other than the beautiful cultural
landmark it is today.

It is my understanding that the revenue generated from the sale of the gardens is
intended to fund professorships and endowments. | have also heard that accessibility
and recurring landscaping and maintenan osts were considered when decisions
regarding selling these historic gardens were made. Of course, | and the broader
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HCM Criteria (Section 22.171.7):

Embodies the distinguishing characteristics of an
architectural-type specimen, inherently:valuable for
study of a period, style, or method of-construction
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