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We’ r e  e x c i t e d  t o  a n n o u n c e  
A  Woman’s Place, a new student tour 
focused on the women of Union Sta-
tion and Chinatown. 

The ninety-minute tour launches at the 
end of January, and tells the histories 
of two interconnected communities 
through the understated voices of the 
women who worked or lived there.  

Students will learn how Union Station 
and Chinatown brought people of dif-
ferent backgrounds to Los Angeles, 
creating the diversity we see today. 
They’ll understand why the contribu-
tions of women, particularly women 
of color, made that diversity possible.

The tour includes a short ride on the 
Metro Gold Line from Union Station 
to Chinatown. 

Please help us spread the word 
amongst educators, youth groups, 
and community organizations. 

For more information about our youth 
programming and to register for this 
tour, visit laconservancy.org/student-
programs.

Scholarships are available for groups in 
need of financial assistance. •

In 1978, an education task force in Sonoma County began a movement 
when it instituted a Women’s History Week during the month of March 

to redress the lack of women’s history taught in California’s K-12 curriculum. 
In 1980, President Jimmy Carter declared March 2-8 National Women’s 

History Week. In his address to the nation that year he stated:

From the first settlers who came to our shores, from the first American 
Indian families who befriended them, men and women have worked 
together to build this nation. Too often the women were unsung and 
sometimes their contributions went unnoticed. But the achievements, 
leadership, courage, strength, and love of the women who built 
America was as vital as that of the men whose names we know so 
well.

Almost ten years after the small movement in California began, Congress 
declared March 1987 the first National Women’s History Month.

At the Los Angeles Conservancy, when we envision the women who 
built America, we think about them literally: they are the female developers, 
architects, landscapers, and planners who commissioned and created the 

In This Issue
Year-in-Review 3

Advocacy 4 - 5

Women’s History Tours 6

Created by women for women, the 1894 Ebell of Los Angeles is one of the oldest and largest women’s clubs in 
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The Los Angeles Conservancy is a nonprofit membership  

organization that works through education and advocacy to  

recognize, preserve, and revitalize the historic architectural and 

cultural resources of Los Angeles County.
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Thank You For a Memorable 2018
As we say goodbye to 2018, we want to take a moment to thank the 

people who make our work possible: our members. You.
You made it possible for us to initiate landmark nominations, attend 

hearings, and work to stop the needless demolition of our historic re-
sources.

You made it possible for us to expand our Student Walking Tour pro-
gram, allowing us to foster the next generation of preservationists.

You made it possible for local governments to receive help from the  
Conservancy to create and improve preservation programs.

And for that, we thank you.
On page three you’ll find a snapshot of what your membership made 

possible in 2018. 
We have a lot in store in 2019 —let’s make an even larger impact this 

coming year.
Thank you for your continuous support.

Upcoming Events
For more information and to register for our upcoming events, visit  
laconservancy.org/events.

March 10, 23, 24 Women’s History Month events: Join us in cel-
ebrating women and their contributions to L.A.’s 
built environment. See cover story for more 
details (member presale begins January 30 at  
laconservancy.org/womenshistory)

Saturday, May 4 From Goose to Google: Our annual benefit takes 
place inside the former “Spruce Goose” hangar at 
the Hercules Campus in Playa Vista, currently the 
location of Google Playa Vista (registration opens  
February 20 at laconservancy.org/benefit2019)

June 1, 8, 16, 22, 29 Last Remaining Seats: See classic films light up 
the big screens of L.A.’s historic theatres! Lineup 
announced in March (laconservancy.org/lrs)

Thursday, July 25  Preservation Awards Luncheon: Celebrate the 
best preservation projects in L.A. County at our 
annual luncheon at the Millennium Biltmore Hotel 
(laconservancy.org/awards)
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A D V O C A C Y

A proposed mixed-use devel-
opment of four structures 

threatens  the Flower Drive California 
Register Historic District, an intact 
neighborhood of affordable, multi-
family fourplexes.

Located on the 3900 block of 
Flower Drive in West Adams, the 
proposed development, known as 
The Fig, would include a hotel, stu-
dent and mixed-income housing, and 
parking. As proposed, the project 
would demolish nearly half of the 
adjacent historic district and remove 
thirty-two existing rent-controlled 
residential units. 

Those thirty-two apartments are 
more than just a statistic. They rep-
resent the real people whose lives 
connect to these buildings. They  
represent a community. 

Long-time residents who want to 
stay express the pain caused by the 
loss of their street and the destruc-
tion of their memories. Some have 
lived there since the early 1980s, and 
are elderly and on fixed incomes. 

The developer, The Ventus Group, 
is currently pressuring residents to 
leave and accept a quick buyout, even 
though the project has not yet been 
approved.

The redevelopment of older hous-
ing and subsequent displacement of 
residents is a complicated—and very 
personal—issue occurring through-
out the Los Angeles area. There is no 
single right answer or solution except 
that every project should be treated 
as a case-by-case basis. 

The problem with The Fig is its 
all or nothing approach, ignoring po-

tential win-win scenarios that would 
allow for new development and the 
historic district to coexist. 

Since early 2017, the Conservan-
cy, West Adams Heritage Associa-
tion, and others repeatedly pointed 
to community support for a modified 
design that allows for greater height 
and density, avoiding demolition of 
nearly half of the historic district. 
The project developer and the City 
maintain that there is no community 
support for higher density. 

Why build only seven stories at 
a site where it makes sense to build 
taller and with more density? 

The project originally called 
for a twenty-one-story hotel. The  
current version calls for a scaled-
down seven stories. The developer 
instead proposed to relocate some 

Flower Drive Historic District: Will It Survive?
by Adrian Scott Fine

A proposed mixed-use development project threatens the Flower Drive Historic District in West Adsms, pictured above. Photo by Adrian Scott Fine/L.A. Conservancy.
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of the fourplexes to scattered sites in 
the West Adams neighborhood.  

Putting this into larger context, 
Los Angeles and many cities are expe-
riencing an affordable housing crisis. 
What isn’t acknowledged enough is 
the role that older and historic multi-
family housing plays in providing 
affordable units, often at dispropor-
tionate levels. As a finite resource 
that is quickly depleting, why are we 
demolishing existing rent-controlled 
units? 

Since 2003, more than four mil-
lion units of older housing were 
demolished nationwide. In 2018, 
Los Angeles lost an estimated 5.5 
units of rent-controlled housing 
every day. Most of these were de-
molished intentionally, often in favor 
of redevelopment and the promise 
of more affordable housing offered 
through projects like The Fig (currently 
proposing eighty-two affordable units; 
a net gain of fifty after demolishing 
thirty-two existing rent control units). 

As Los Angeles continues to 
plan through a project-by-project and 

parcel approach, no one seems to 
acknowledge the larger cumulative 
impacts. Destroying permanent, 
rent-controlled housing in favor of af-
fordable units that eventually convert 
to market-rate isn’t a solution to the 
affordable housing crisis. Questions 
like these go unanswered as we con-
tinue to demolish older and historic 
rent-controlled units. 

We expect The Fig project to go 

to the City Planning Commission in 
February. The Conservancy and other 
community groups will attend and 
press for a win-win alternative that 
does not needlessly destroy a Califor-
nia Register historic district  and the 
long-term home of residents. 

Learn more about this project and 
our position at laconservancy.org/
flower-drive. •

A D V O C A C Y

The Fig project rendering. Photo courtesy The Ventus Group.

The Fig project calls for the needless demolition of thirty-two rent-controlled multi-family fourplexes.  
Photo by Adrian Scott Fine/L.A. Conservancy.
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buildings we use today. 
Our mission is to preserve the history of all Angelenos. It’s time that we shine a light on these historic places 

and share the inspirational stories about the women behind our buildings.
This March, join us as we celebrate historic places created by and for women in Los Angeles County.  Attend 

one or more of our events—which include tours, panels, a screening, and more—to get a fresh perspective of L.A.’s 
built environment. Learn about the fearless and talented women who excelled in their various disciplines—all while 
shattering glass ceilings.

Read on for a sneak preview of the fun events ahead! 
Member presale begins January 30. For full information and to register for these events, visit laconservancy.org/ 

womenshistory. Be sure to sign up for our Events email list to hear first about newly added events.
All tours and locations are subject to change.

P R O G R A M S

Women continued from page 1

Sunday, March 10 

Ebell of Los Angeles Tour 

Founded in 1894 by women, for 
women, the Ebell of Los Angeles is 
one of the oldest and largest wom-
en’s clubs in the nation. 

Tour the Ebell’s current home, a 
magnificent Italian Renaissance-
style complex by Sumner Hunt, with 
gardens designed by Florence Yoch. 
Visit the auditorium, library, art salon, 
solarium, dressing rooms, and gar-
dens, and see the Ebell’s collection 
of fine furnishings and art. Don’t miss 
the Ebell Costume Collection which 
features pieces from the mid-1800s. 

Members: $20
Non-members: $25 
Youth 17 and under: $10

Citizen Jane: Battle for the City at 
the Historic Wilshire Ebell Theatre

Later in the day, join us for a screen-
ing of Citizen Jane: Battle for  
the City at the historic Wilshire Ebell 
Theatre. 

The 2016 critically-acclaimed docu-
mentary re-examines the seminal 
showdown between activist Jane 
Jacobs and New York City’s “Master 
Builder” Robert Moses over Green-
wich Village, a fight that ultimately 
influenced the nation.

Regarded as the founding mother 

of the fight against urban redevel-
opment in our cities, Jacobs was a 
leading figure in the field of urbanism 
and greatly influenced the growth of 
the preservation movement. 

Following the film, a panel of women 
will discuss Jacobs’ legacy, and 
the roles women play in protecting 
America’s historic neighborhoods.

Members: $15
Non-members: $20
Youth 17 and under: $10

Ebell Tour and Film Bundle

Tour the Ebell and watch the movie! 
Take advantage of these special rates 
and make a day out of it.

Members: $30
Non-members: $40
Youth 17 and under: $20

Saturday, March 23

By Women, For Women 

The Downtown Women’s Center, 
built in 1927 by powerhouse devel-
oper Florence Casler, houses over 
two hundred women experiencing 
homelessness and formerly home-
less women. 

Seven miles west, the YWCA-owned 
Hollywood Studio Club operates as a 
temporary shelter for women experi-
encing homelessness. Their beds lie 
in converted dormitories that once 

housed women hoping to launch 
their careers in the movie industry, 
including  
Marilyn Monroe and Donna Reed. 

Designed by master architect Julia 
Morgan, the 1926 Mediterranean-
style building features an arcaded 
loggia with a painted frieze for its 
entrance. 

Learn the history behind these build-
ings and witness how the works of 
one generation of women serves the 
needs  of another generation.

Members: $20
Non-member: $25
Youth 17 and under: $10

Please note: You must provide your own 
transportation between tour sites.

Sunday, March 24

By Women, For Women: South Bay

World War II transformed the lives of 
women throughout the nation. 

Visit sites throughout San Pedro, 
including the Julia Morgan-designed 
YWCA Harbor Area and South Bay, 
and learn how Southern Californian 
women influenced the war effort.

Tours include a panel conversation.

Member price: $15
Non-member: $20 
Youth 17 and under: $10
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T H A N K  Y O U

OCTOBER 10 /  NOVEMBER 29

MEMBERSHIP REPORT
The Los Angeles Conservancy would like to acknowledge the generous 
contributions of our new or upgrading Supporting members, and 
the new and renewing members of our Sustaining, Benefactor, and 
Cornerstone groups.
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Jeff Olympius
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Robert Shiell
Evelyn Stern
Richard Titus
Elinor Turner
Martin and Helen P. Wachs
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Ed Trosper 
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*Led 20+ tours

2018 Volunteer Docents

In 2018, our highly trained docents 
guided over 10,000 people through his-
toric downtown Los Angeles, educat-
ing them on the importance of historic 

preservation.

To the 84 docents listed below: we 
couldn’t have done it without you. 

Thank you!
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