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Los Angeles Conservancy
Community Partners:

• Altadena Heritage
• Altadena Historical Society
• Artists at Work, 1000 Voices Altadena Mosaic

Consultant Team:
• Architectural Resources Group 
• Historic Resources Group

Public Partners:
• L.A. County Department of Regional Planning
• L.A. County Arts and Culture

Welcome & Introduction



Project Overview

Historic Context Statement Historic Resources Survey



Historic Context Statement
• Highlights trends and broad patterns of development
• Places built resources in the appropriate historic, social, and architectural context 

to establish the relationship between an area’s physical environment and its 
broader history

• Provides framework for evaluating potentially significant properties and 
neighborhoods 

• Foundation for preservation and land use planning
• Prepared according to guidance from the National Park Service and the California 

Office of Historic Preservation



• All chronological periods of development (First 
inhabitants-1981)

• Identify themes within each chronological period
• Historical trends and patterns of development, 

important people, social and cultural influences
• All development types (residential, commercial, 

industrial, institutional)​
• Updated guidance for evaluating potentially 

eligible properties

Scope & Organization



• Compile existing studies
• Primary and secondary source research
• Create organizational framework
• Preliminary windshield study to identify overall patterns
• Prepare Draft Context Chapters
• Review by local expert
• Submit to LA County for review

Workplan



Historic Resources Survey
• Utilizes framework and themes in the Historic Context Statement
• Period of study dates from earliest built resources through 1981
• Evaluates extant built resources for potential eligibility for designation 

at the federal, state, and local levels
• Identifies individual properties and potential historic districts
• Survey findings used to guide land use decisions
• No properties formally designated as part of this project 



Reconnaissance Survey

• Compile and map existing data 
(previous studies, research for 
context, community input)

• Street-by-street reconnaissance 
survey to review identified 
properties and flag other potential 
resources

• Post-field research
• Prepare preliminary 

recommendations for review





• Document properties & 
neighborhoods identified as 
potentially eligible in 
reconnaissance phase

• Digital data collection tool 
compatible with County’s GIS 
system

• All previous data pre-loaded
• Evaluations conducted from 

the public right-of-way

Intensive-Level Survey



Use of Context Statement & Survey

• Greater awareness and 
understanding of heritage and 
ability to forecast and plan for the 
future

• Future planning, policy making, and 
historic designation (local, CA and 
National Register of Historic 
Places) opportunities

• Example: Capital Improvement 
Plan (CIP) for West San Gabriel 
Valley Area Plan (WSGVAP)

Altadena Land Use Map



Cultural Asset Mapping

• Layered on top of these tools is Cultural Asset Mapping, an 
increasingly collaborative and community-driven process that 
expands and helps redefine what is considered heritage. 

• Cultural asset maps illuminate the living dimension of heritage: 
gathering places, local legacy businesses, art, and traditions that 
may not meet the threshold for architectural significance but are 
deeply valued by residents and the larger community. 

• This approach blends spatial analysis with storytelling, helping 
communities visualize both tangible and intangible heritage across 
geography and time.



• Contemporary newspapers & periodicals 
• Census data
• Restrictive covenants, Redlining
• Historic maps, photographs, and aerial imagery
• Building permit records, Assessor data
• Ancestry records, County directories 
• Local experts, archives, and community input

Research Tools



Compilation 
of Tax 

Assessor 
Data



 

“Redlining” Map






Sanborn Fire 
Insurance Map



• Tell us about the people, places, and 
stories that are important to you

• Research sources or local experts we 
should consult

• Online Form
• Crowd-sourced Mapping
• Community input will inform the 

Survey and the Cultural Asset 
Mapping

How to Contribute

laconservancy.org/fire-recovery



How to Stay Connected and Learn More:

laconservancy.org/fire-recovery



Thank You!
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