
Session 2:

Crafting Objective Standards for Infill 
Development in Historic Districts



State Housing Regulations
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CA State Housing Crisis
SB 35 Streamlined 
Ministerial Approvals

SB 167 Housing 
Accountability Act

SB 13 Ministerial Approval 
of ADUs

SB 330 Housing Crisis Act

AB 2011 Affordable Housing and High Road 
Jobs Act

SB 9/AB 1061 Ministerial 
Duplex and Urban Lot 
Splits

SB 1123 Starter Home 
Revitalization Act
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 Remove discretionary review

 Require the application of objective design 
standards

 Prohibit the denial of a housing project that 
complies with objective standards

 Restrict conditions that reduce density



Los Angeles City Planning

Objective Standard 
Definition: 
 “Involving no personal or subjective judgment by 

a public official and being uniformly verifiable 
by reference to an external and uniform 
benchmark or criterion available and 
knowledgeable by both the development 
applicant or proponent and the public official.” 
(Gov. Code Section 65589.5(h)(8).)

 Objective standards are fixed, quantifiable, 
and involve no personal or subjective 
judgement

 No room for interpretation
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 HPOZ Preservation Plans crafted with 

flexible language for a variety of 

preservation outcomes

 Limited design review for 

ministerial projects 

 Strongest objective language 

includes “should” and 

“inappropriate”, with no qualifiers

 Most guidelines are not “objective, 

quantifiable, written” standards



The City of Los Angeles must adopt objective design 

standards for infill housing, mixed-use infill, and ADUs 

in Historic Preservation Overlay Zones

 To be proactive in responding to state mandates 

 To provide protection to local historic districts 

Secured funding to:

 Support
community 
engagement

 Develop objective 
standards

 Assist planning 
staff through the 
adoption process

What

Why

How



Project Overview



Component of 
Missing Middle LA 

program

Project Background

Regional Early Action 
Planning (REAP) grant 

Southern California 
Association of 

Governments (SCAG)

Grant deadline 
extended to 

December 2026

(originally June 2026)

Architectural Resources 
Group 

+
Stratiscope



Project Kick-Off and Coordination Meetings

Data Gathering/Document Review

Community Partners Engagement

Development of Objective Design Standards (ODS)

Adoption of ODS by City Council

Project Scope

1

2

3

4

5



Community Engagement

Focus Groups

Conference Session

Informational Sessions

Public Workshops

Online Survey

Public Hearings



Development of ODS

ODS

Translate
existing 

guidelines, 
where 

applicable

Engage
stakeholders  
to determine 
focus areas

Fill in the gaps



OBJECTIVE

The paved section of sidewalks shall be 
at least 8 feet in width

SUBJECTIVE

Development of ODS

Provide ample width and design for 
universal access along pathways and 

walks.



Adoption Components

Technical 
Ordinance 

Amendments

ADU Ordinance
(LAMC Section 

12.22.A.33) 

HPOZ Ordinance
(LAMC Section 13.B.8 

of Chapter 1A)

ODS for Infill 
Housing in 

HPOZs
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Review rehabilitation 
projects, per the 
Ordinance and PP

Make recommendations 
for infill projects as 
allowed by State 
housing laws

Minimize procedural 
changes to the Board’s 
role

Board’s Role

New multi-family 
residential infill 
(including eligible 
streamlined affordable 
housing projects)

New mixed-use infill

New ADUs 

Eligible 
Projects 

Grant scope limited to 
HPOZs

Will expand to other 
historic resources in the 
future

Other Historic 
Resources 



January

Focus Groups

March 2026

1st Draft of ODS

March

Informational 
Presentations

April

1st Public Workshop
1st Draft of ODS

May - June

2nd Draft of ODS

June - July
2nd Public Workshop
Final Draft of ODS

August – November
Public Hearings

CPC and City Council Presentations

December

Grant deadline

Project Timeline

February
Survey Release

L.A. Historic 
Neighborhoods 

Conference

November

Project Kick-Off

December

Background Review
Engagement Plan20

25
20

26



Q & A



Breakout Sessions



Norwood Learning Village, University Park HPOZ



Norwood Learning Village, University Park HPOZ



859. S Lucerne Blvd., Windsor Village HPOZ



859. S Lucerne Blvd., Windsor Village HPOZ







Report Backs
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Resources
 Contact:

Mickie Torres-Gil – Micaela.torres-gil@lacity.org

Christina Park – christina.park@lacity.org

 Online Survey:

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSePA5
Weec9wr7_VkRD962OQKtGNxG3Ohc8FBfTjqAm-
NUZU9A/viewform

mailto:Micaela.torres-gil@lacity.org
mailto:Micaela.torres-gil@lacity.org
mailto:Micaela.torres-gil@lacity.org
mailto:christina.park@lacity.org
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