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Los Angeles City Planning

• Multi-year historic resources survey of            
Los Angeles

• Joint grant project of the City and
the Getty 

• First citywide survey of Los Angeles 

• Largest survey completed in the U.S. 
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HistoricPlacesLA
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Historic Preservation Overlay Zones (HPOZs)
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African American Historic Places,
Los Angeles
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Mellon Foundation Grant: HistoricPlacesLA Revealed 

• $500,000 grant to support creation of 140 
historic markers 

• Physical markers in public right-of-way 
with QR codes linked to HistoricPlacesLA

• Focus on Los Angeles’ Latino heritage

• Significant community engagement 
planned to select locations
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Ethnic/Cultural Historic Contexts in SurveyLA

• African American Historic Context Statement
• Asian American Historic Context Statement

Chinese Americans in Los Angeles
Japanese Americans in Los Angeles
Korean Americans in Los Angeles
Filipino Americans in Los Angeles
Thai Americans in Los Angeles

• Jewish History Context Statement
• Latino Los Angeles Historic Context Statement
• Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender Historic Context Statement
• Women's Rights in Los Angeles Historic Context Statement 
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First Peoples of Los Angeles Historic Context Statement

• Published 2025

• Guides future identification of and 
consultation on tribal cultural 
resources

• Gabrieleno Tongva and 
Fernandeno Tataviam tribe 
contributed their own narratives

Gabrieleno Tongva Sacred Springs: West LA
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How Should We Share Our L.A. Stories and Cultural Districts?
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Panel Speakers

• Karen Mack, LA Commons

• Russell Brown, Friends of 
Residential Treasures, Los Angeles 
(FORT:LA)





Our Mission 

We engage communities in artistic and cultural 
expression that tells their unique stories and serves
as a basis for dialogue, connection and a shared 
understanding of Los Angeles. 















IT’S OFFICIAL 





Centering a community-driven approach to 
supporting and building cultural, social and 
physical infrastructure that uplifts the 
authentic stories, cultures, and identities of 
Los Angeles neighborhoods. 

LA Cultural Districts Network







Strengthening Our Communities Through Cultural Districts

● Social Infrastructure: Culture as a Catalyst for Healthy Neighborhoods
Our work begins with people—their stories, their histories, and their dreams for their communities. 
Shared narratives are the foundation for strong community connections. 

● Physical Infrastructure: Reclaiming Space for Culture and Belonging
We seek to integrate spaces for cultural participation and furthering belonging into the city’s 
capital infrastructure investments. We have a unique moment to address local physical 
infrastructure needs that both support the neighborhoods and enhance their ability to host 
visitors

● Cultural infrastructure: Places, Practices and Policies Enabling People to Remain Rooted
We recognize investing in culture is integral to long-term community resilience providing the 
foundation of anchoring institutions, a tool for strengthening local identity, and a force for 
building power among residents to sustain the spaces, traditions, expressions and relationships 
that constitute the recipe for thriving places. 
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The Opportunity Provided by LA 2028 and Other Upcoming Mega-Events

● Enable those who know the city best to share their stories and serve as guides to their 
own communities.

● Help Los Angeles’ culturally and historically significant communities make themselves 
more visible and legible, facilitating exploration by both international visitors and 
Angelenos.

● Capitalize on the upcoming mega-events to jump-start the creation of a robust network of 
LA’s culturally significant neighborhoods that can endure beyond 2028.
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GAT H ERI N G S
Getting Together
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TRAILS OF THEGITY
A FIVE-RING FRAMEWORK

FOR ExpERiENCING
LOS ANGELES

ACollaborative, Neighborhood-Driven Cultural
Initiative for the 2026-2028 WorldEvents... and

beyond!



THE FIVE
RINGS

.... . "Theproject will be organized around fivethematic “rings.” 
Rather than predefining those themes in advance, the rings ’ 
will be shaped in response to the proposals received from 
neighborhoods and community leaders.

Astrailproposals are gathered, FORTand an advisory group 
will identify the fiveoverarching dimensions that most 
meaningfully organize the collective submissions.

Possible categories might include themes such asorigins, 
homes, cultural corridors, imagination, innovation, or other 
frareworks that emerge from the city itself —but the final 
rings will be determined through review of the submitted 
proposals.

This approach ensures that:
• The structure reflects real community priorities
• The rings feel authentic rather than predetermined
• The initiative remains flexible and responsive
• Thehnaf framework represents atrue portrait of Los

Anqeles
TheFive Rings provide coherence.

neighborhoods. eThe content of those rings emerge fTOITl the

TRAILu
Outreach 6 Invitation

FORT, in partnership with the City, will.
• Identify priority and underrepresentedneighborhoods
• Conduct outreach to community leaders and

orqanizations
• Invite concise trailproposals
Proposal Elam•nts

Applicants will submit:
• Trail title
• Five sites within aneighborhood or thematic corridor and description of 

why each site is important
• Ashort narrative describing the significance of the trail
• Abrief biography of the proposer or proposing organization

The emphasis is on clarity, cultural depth, and neighborhood
relevance.
Applicants will not be required to align their proposal 
with apredefined theme. The thematic organization 
will be determined after submissions are reviewed.



SELEGTION 6
RING FORMATION
An advisory group composed of cultural leaders, historians, and
civic representatives wil l review submissions.

Selection criteria will include:
Cultural and historical significance

rength of narrative framing
graphic diversi
esentation of communities and perspectives

• F lity
tial for public
engagement

Foil 
five

ng selection, FORT and the advisory group will identify the 
rarching thematic rings that best organize the chosen trails

coherent structure.

is way, the rings emerge from the city's voice.

TRAIL
DEV
Selected Trail

PMENT
will work with FORT to finalize:

éxt for each site
it framing introduction for the trail

FORT will provide:
• Content guidelines
• Editorial support
• Fact-checking and copyediting
• Standardized formatting
• Coordination with the City

The City will provide:
• Strategic guidance
• Suppart in outreach
• Funding
• Review for accuracy and representation

FORT serves as convener, editor, and steward — ensuring consistency
while preserving authentic voice.

VIDEO 
DOCUMENTATION
FORT will produce a short filmed conversation with each Trail Leader.

Each video will:
• Introduce the curator and their perspective
• Highlight the significance of the trail
• Provide context beyond the written text
• Serve as a digital storytelling asset

These videos will become part of the public-facing platform and serve as 
an archival record of neighborhood leadership and civic participation.

The project is not on ly a map —it is a living archive of voices.







"I2AILS OF THEGITY
FIVE-RING FRAMEWORK
FOR ExpERiENGlNG

LOSANGELES
tlaborative, Neighborhood-Driven Cultural Initiative 
for the 2026—2O28 World Events... and beyond!

‘*VER* ***
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Discussion Questions – LA Stories

• What neighborhood stories do we 
want to share more widely, and 
who can best tell my 
neighborhood’s stories? 

• What people and places in your 
community have unique 
connections to global nations 
whose visitors will be coming to 
Los Angeles?
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Discussion Questions – LA Cultural Trails

• If your neighborhood is prepared to 
welcome and encourage visitors, 
what would be included in a 
“cultural trail” for your community?

• What culturally and historically 
significant places would you like to 
see become more visible and 
legible? 

• How would you want to guide both 
visitors and Angelenos to and 
through your community?



Los Angeles City Planning

Discussion Questions – LA Discovery App

• What are your community’s needs 
in sharing information about your 
neighborhood’s cultural and historic 
assets more widely? 

• What types of app or shared 
technology options would be most 
beneficial to your efforts?
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