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Los Angeles Women’s 
Landmarks Project



WHERE IT STARTED



 503 square miles
 880,000 parcels
 More than 1,320 Historic Cultural Monuments
 Only 2% designated for women’s history and 

achievement
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THE FUNDAMENTAL PROBLEM



Fundamentally transform the designation process to begin correcting 
decades of systematic exclusion of diverse women’s history and 
achievements. 

Establish a new national model for designation of historic places in 
which gender and racial equity is the norm. 

Reposition preservation and landmark designation as opportunities for 
public engagement and student education.

Encourage and model equity across all aspects of the project.

The Los Angeles Women’s Landmarks ProjectA RADICALLY DIFFERENT APPROACH



TRANSFORMING THE SYSTEM

Bradbury Building, celebrating  owner and Mexican-
American immigrant, Simone Martinez Bradbury

We want to change the designation 
process to finally allow missing women’s 
history to be added into existing 
landmark designations:

• Bradbury Building
• Hollyhock House
• Barnsdall Art Park
• Arzner-Morgan Residence
• Ruskin Art Club
• Garment Capital Building
• Casa de Rosas
• Monday Women’s Club



Women’s history is not adequately conveyed, whether intentionally or 
unintentionally. As a result, this history is not a part of designations. 

In cases where women are included in the designation, their contributions 
are diminished and/or overshadowed by other histories.

Even in sites designated specifically for women’s history, that history is 
rarely intersectional.

Significance statements often minimize women's contributions through 
gendered language and/or insufficient research.

Professionalization of the process makes nominations difficult for the 
average community member to carry out.

The Los Angeles Women’s Landmarks ProjectSCOPE OF THE PROBLEM



SAMPLE NOMINATION | HCM #301
ARZNER-MORGAN RESIDENCE





DECISIONS DRIVEN BY IMPACT 
Critical decisions about where to invest our limited time and resources are 
guided by a detailed impact scoring system. This prompts us and our partners 
to consider a wide number of variables—political and owner support, community 
partnerships, potential threats, diversity of representation and geography, ability 
to set a precedent—that are likely to result in the greatest impact.



MODELING AND INSPIRING CHANGE
A replicable model with new tools and a clear framework allows others to 
follow our example while adjusting to their circumstances and priorities.

The visibility and impact of our work is expanded when cities, organizations, 
and property owners are inspired by our work and take the initiative to add 
women’s history into the historical narratives at their own sites.  
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Outreach to a wide array of organizations, institutions and individuals ensures the 
work of LAWL reflects the places and stories of women’s history that are most 
important to local residents and communities. 



A new series of tours, events, activities, and 
trainings by the L.A. Conservancy will introduce 
the public to the many women history-makers 
highlighted by our research and designations, 
with a special focus on connecting students, 
young people, and families to the women who 
shaped L.A. 

Nearly a dozen K-12 curricula meeting CA State 
Standards and teacher trainings created with 
UCLA History and Geography ensures the next 
generation of students at LAUSD will learn about 
diverse women’s history as an integral part of 
L.A.’s history.   

ENGAGING THE PUBLIC AND 
EMPOWERING THE NEXT 
GENERATION



Video histories and short-form 
documentary film spotlight extraordinary 
women and the historic places that embody 
their legacies today. 

Storytelling through the L.A. Women’s 
Landmarks video series and coordinated 
social media campaigns with USC students, 
extends engagement across multiple 
platforms.

Digital engagement anchored by an 
interactive, GIS-powered StoryMap of Los 
Angeles women’s history will highlight 
thematic narratives and invite audiences to 
explore the city through a new, more 
inclusive lens. Celebrating UCS graduate students as storytellers and 

historians, and the next generation of women leaders.

ENGAGING THE PUBLIC AND 
EMPOWERING THE NEXT 
GENERATION



Our #WomensLandmarkWednesday social 
media campaign shines a light on women's 
history in Los Angeles every Wednesday, 
sharing progress updates on the L.A. Women's 
Landmarks Project and telling the FULL story of 
landmarks across Los Angeles County and 
women's contributions to these sites through a 
variety of content including:

• Short-form videos
• Spotlight posts on landmarks and architects
• Bite-sized social media stories
• Articles

LAWL SOCIAL MEDIA:
#WomensLandmarkWednesday



July 9, 2025 – April 8, 2026

831.2K VIEWS
In the first 9 months of 
#WomensLandmarkWednesday—social media 
posts made on Wednesdays as part of our L.A. 
Women's Landmarks Project initiative—our posts 
have received a total of 831,200 views.

LAWL SOCIAL MEDIA:
#WomensLandmarkWednesday



First 4 videos:

190.8K VIEWS
Our first four videos, highlighting Aline Barnsdall, 
Florence Casler, Etta V. Moxley, and Simona Martinez 
Bradbury, have generated 190,800 views across 
Instagram, TikTok, Facebook, and YouTube, 
demonstrating strong interest in women-centered, 
place-based storytelling.

LAWL SOCIAL MEDIA:
#WomensLandmarkWednesday



• Research
• Script + Interview Questions

o Hook
o Talking Points
o Call to Action

• Filming
• Editing
• Copywriting
• POST IT!

MAKING THE VIDEO

LAWL SOCIAL MEDIA:
#WomensLandmarkWednesday



Course Objective:
“By the end of this course, a student will be able to 
effectively and efficiently articulate (orally and in 
writing) the historical and culturally-appropriate 
aspects of women’s history associated with a 
particular site and become familiar with important 
contexts across women’s history. Students will hone 
their research, writing, and documentation skills 
through the amendment of a real-world City of Los 
Angeles Historic Cultural Monument (HCM) 
application including the development of historic 
contexts, statements of significance, photo 
documentation, and presentation to city 
commissioner."

Learning Through Practice:
Student Contribution



Course Structure + Research

• Primary source research (archives, 
images, records) 

• Developing historic contexts from 
scratch 

• Learning how to write for policy and 
impact, not just for class 

• Incorporating oral history + qualitative 
methods 

• Translating research into clear 
arguments

• CITATIONS!



Evaluation Process



Making the Research Real

Mock CHC Hearing
• 10-minute presentation of site 

significance 
• Panel of “commissioners” 
• Live Q&A and critique 

Takeaways
• Turn research into clear arguments 
• Defend significance in real time 
• Practice real-world preservation 

process



Seeing Our Work in the World
We saw our work shared across public platforms including the L.A. Conservancy, 
LAist, the Save As podcast, and through video storytelling and presentations, giving 
our research a life beyond the classroom.

This experience showed us what careers in preservation actually look like, 
exposing us to the full range of work from research and writing to media, public 
engagement, and advocacy.





BUILDING NEW TOOLS 
FOR CHANGE

GETTING STARTED
• Some Simple Steps to Get Started (PDF)
• Slide Deck from March 31, 2026 Webinar (PDF)
• Story: A Toolkit for Change: Guidance from the Los Angeles 

Women’s Landmarks Project by Sarah Pawlicki (PDF)

EVALUATION & ASSESSMENT
• Women’s History Research Guide (Spreadsheet)
• How to Evaluate Your Landmarks in 5 Steps (PDF)
• How to Evaluate Your Landmarks in 5 Steps: Los Angeles as 

a Case Study (PDF)
• Template: Evaluating Historic Sites (PDF)
• Sample Evaluation: Mack Sennett (PDF)
• Template: Setting Priorities with an Impact Score (PDF)
• Template: LAWL Impact Score (Spreadsheet)
• Slide Deck: Women’s Heritage in Los Angeles: An Overview 

of the Representation of Women in Existing Historic-
Cultural Monuments in Los Angeles, California (Presented 
by Arabella Delgado on July 17, 2024) (PDF)

PARTNERSHIPS
• The Importance of Outreach & Partnerships (PDF)
• The Alliance Review: Something We All Can Agree On–

Women’s History is Our History (2025, No. 4) by Christina 
Morris





bit.ly/LAWomensLandmarksProject

LEARN MORE AND 
FOLLOW OUR 
PROGRESS

https://www.laconservancy.org/save-places/issues/los-angeles-womens-landmarks/


QUESTIONS 
& 

DISCUSSION



Thank You!
Visit Our Website:
bit.ly/LAWomensLandmarksProject

Follow Along on Social:
@laconservancy @savingplaces bit.ly/LAWomensLandmarksProject
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